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TUESDAY, HAY 7, 1912. 

Committee on Pacific Islands and Porto Rico, 

United States Senate, 

Waahmgton^ Z>. C. 

The committee met at 10 o'clock a. m. ^ 

Present: Senators Clapp (acting chairman), Brandegee, Poin- 
dexter, Clarke, Fletcher, Watson, Kem, and Fall ; also Hon. Henry 
L. Stimson, Secretary of War; Col. Frank Mclntyre and Col. Frencn, 
of the Bureau of Insular Affairs. 

The committee having under consideration the bill H. R. 20048, as 
follows : ^ 

[H. R. 20048, Sixty-second Congress, second session.] 

AN ACT Declaring that all citizens of Porto Rico and certain natives permanently 
residing in said islands shall be citizens of the United States. 

Be it encwted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, 
of America in Congress assembled, That all citizens of Porto Rico, as defined 
by section 7 of the act of April 12, 1900, " temporarily to provide revenues and 
a civil government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes," and all natives of 
Porto Rico who were temporarily absent from that island on April 11, 1809^ 
and have since returned and are permanently residing in that island and are 
not citizens of any foreign country, are hereby declared, and shall be deemed 
and held to be, citizens of the United States : Provided, That any person herein- 
before described may retain his present political status by making a declaratlon> 
under oath, of his decision to do so within six months of the taking effect of 
this act before the district court in the district in which he resides, the declara- 
tion to be in form as follows: 

" I, , being duly sworn, hereby declare my intention not to become a 

citizen of the United States as provided in the act of Congress conferring United 
States citizenship upon citizens of Porto Rico and certain natives permanently 
residing in said island.'' 

In the case of any such person who may be absent from the island during 
said six months, the terms of this proviso may be availed of by transmitting a 
declaration, under oath, in the form herein provided within six months of the 
taking effect of this act, to the secretary of Porto Rico. 

Passed the House of Representatives March 4, 1912. 

Attest : 

South Trimble, Clerk. 

STATEMENT OF HON. HENBY L. STUSON, SECBETABY OF WAB. 

The Acting Chairman. Mr. Secretary, jrou may proceed. 

Secretary Stimson. Mr. Chairman, I am very ^ad to have this 
opportimity to be here this morning. I think there will probably be 
present in a few moments a number of gentlemen, with whwn I have 
been in conference. From Porto Rico. 
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TUESDAY, MAY 7, 1912. 

Committee on Pacific Islands and Porto Rico, 

United States Senate, 

Washmgton, D. C, 

The committee met at 10 o'clock a. m. ^ 

Present: Senators Clapp (acting chairman), Brandegee, Poin- 
dexter, Clarke, Fletcher, Watson, Kern, and Fall ; also Hon. Henry 
L. Stimson, Secretary of War; Col. Frank Mclntyre and Col. French, 
of the Bureau of Insular Affairs. 

The committee having under consideration the bill H. R. 20048, as 
follows : ^ 

[H. R. 20048, Sixty-second Congress, second session.] 

AN act Declaring that all citizens of Porto Rico and certain natives permanently 
residing in said islands shall be citizens of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled. That all citizens of Porto Rico, as defined 
by section 7 of the act of April 12, 1900, " temporarily to provide revenues and 
a civil government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes," and all natives of 
Porto Rico who were temporarily absent from that island on April 11, 1809; 
and have since returned and are permanently residing in that Island and are 
not citizens of any foreign country, are hereby declared, and shall be deemed 
and held to be, citizens of the United States : Provided, That any person herein- 
before described may retain his present political status by making a declaration^ 
under oath, of his decision to do so within six months of the taking effect of 
this act before the district court in the district in which he resides, the declara- 
tion to be in form as follows: 

" I, , being duly sworn, hereby declare my intention not to become a 

citizen of the United States as provided in the act of Congress conferring United 
States citizenship upon citizens of Porto Rico and certain natives permanently 
residing in said island." 

In the case of any such person who may be absent from the island during 
said six months, the terms of this proviso may be availed of by transmitting a 
declaration, under oath, in the form herein provided within six months of the 
taking effect of this act, to the secretary of Porto Rico. 

Passed the House of Representatives March 4, 1912. 

Attest : 

South Tbimble, Clerk. 

STATEMENT OF HON. HENBY L. STIMSON, SECBETABY OF WAB. 

The Acting Chairman. Mr. Secretary, you may proceed. 

Secretary Stimson. Mr. Chairman, I am very glad to have this 
opportunity to be here this morning. I think there will probably be 
present in a few moments a number of gentlemen, with whom I have 
been in conference. From Porto Rico. 
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This subject of the citizenship of Porto Ricans is one which I 
have had brought to my attention very forcibly, particularly on my 
visit to Porto Rico last year, and I regard it as the fundamental 
question in our dealing with the island and the success of the estab- 
lishment of an eventual system of self-government there. Histori- 
cally, of course, as you gentlemen remember, the Porto Ricans, while 
they were under the Spanish rule, were citizens of Spain. They 
even had representation in the Cortez. They had the feeling of 
being full-fledged citizens of the distant country to which they owed 
their allegiancer^ 

Senator Poindexter. Had they a superior privilege in that re- 
spect to the Cubans? Were the Cubans represented in the Cortez? 

Secretary Stimson. I think the Cubans were, too, if I am not mis- 
taken. 

Col. McIntyre. The autonomous government was extended to 
Cuba and Porto Rico in 1897, but in Cuba, because of the war, the 
government was not installed, but was being installed in Porto 
Rico. 

^Secretary Stimson. When the island was ceded to the United 
States, I think I am accurate in saying that from the very begin- 
ning, both on the part of the inhabitants of the island and on the 
part of the inhabitants of the United States, the relation has been 
regarded as permanent. The Porto Ricans came to the United States 
with the utmost loyalty and expressions of good will, and it has been 
a most loyal island ever since. It is a pleasure to travel through it 
and see the manifestations of respect and affection which are uni- 
versally shown for the American flag and for the American Govern- 
ment. At the same time, they are thoroughly Latin- American. 3^hey 
have all the sensitiveness and all the spirit of that peopl^(They 
have from the beginning looked forward to their connection with us 
as permanent, and they have seized upon this particular thing, their 
desire for citizenship and the fact that we have not given it to them, 
as the one badge of inferiority which one nation could put upon 
another. In other words, while it is hard to put a finder on any 
practical change which the granting of citizenship would make in 
the relations to this country, sentimentally it is of vital importance 
in repioving what has become a rather deep-seated source of irrita- 
tipn. 

(Q^a^t summer I traveled through the West Indies and saw a good 
many Latin- American peoples, and I found that when they would 
speak to me frankly they regarded this attitude of the United States 
toward Porto Rico as an evidence that we regarded not only the 
people there, but Latin-American peoples in general, as of a dif- 
ferent class from ourselves, and of an inferior class. And therefore 
not only in respect to our political relations with Porto Rico itself, 
but to our diplomatic relations with other countries of the same 
blood, it seems to be a very deep-seated sore and irritation. 

My experience is not at all exceptional2\^t has been the practi- 
cally universal testimony of every one who luts had anything to do 
with the island of Porto RiCo for thr last six years that this problem 
undeirUes the problem to obtain that sympathetic relation with the 
island which must be the foundation of a satisfactory government. 

The different governors who hav^. been down there have all re- 
ported; in favor of it. It is not at al a party question. Both parties 
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in the United States have adopted it in their national platforms. 
President Roosevelt, several times during the last administration, 
recommended it in his messages. President Taf t has recommended it 
in a letter to Mr. Iglesias, and there seems to be do difference, of 
opinion as to its importance to the island or its relation to orderly 
go^rnment there. \ 

<^ow, I do not ax all minimize the seriousness of the question or 
the^ necessity of looking forward, when we take such a step, to see 
where we are going. On the contrary, it is the importance of that 
that I think has impressed me most. The objection which has be^ 
made to the granting of citizenship to the !rorto Eicans is that it 
will lead to the ultimate statehood of Porto Rico. That, of course, 
is a most serious question not only in itself but in its bearings upon 
the ultimate relations of the United States to the various communities 
in the Caribbean Sei^ 

There are 1,200,000 people in Porto Rico. There is no doubt as 
to the importance of any step which creates 1,200,000 American citi- 
zens in a compact island. ^J'urthermore, I think that nobody, who 
travels as we did last summer through the Caribbean Sea, and who 
looks historically back over the relations of the United States to the 
different communities there and the growth of those relations, can 
fail to see the tremendous bearing which any governmental step 
taken toward one of these communities may and very like will 
have upon the relations of the United States toward the other com- 
nmnitiesX 

Qfow, a am one of those who feel very strongly — I am speaking, 
oi^ course, personally — that the ultimate statehood of Porto Rico 
would not be of benefit to either Porto Rico or the United States. 
I think there is at present no strong or formulated expression of 
desire at all for statehood in the island, and I think there is no 
strong or formulated desire for it in the United States, but I do think 
that it is very important that we should not take a position of drift- 
ing, and that our attitude toward Porto Rico and the relation of the 
two communities being deemed to be permanent should be definitely 
formulated as far ahead as we can. 

For that reason I have myself been in favor of as frank an ex- 
pression of views on this point by the different branches of the Gov- 
ernment that are active m it as possible, u see myself no incon- 
sistency in the grant of American citizenship' to Porto Rico ; no in- 
consistency between that and the ultimate ideal that Porto Rico shall 
have practically an independent local self-government^Su think that 
is what the dominant party in the island have in min'd, and I think 
that is what most of the people of the United States would prefer 
to have them do — that is, a relation where they exercise supervision 
over their own affairs, over their own fiscal and local self-government, 
with the link of American citizenship between the two countries as 
a tie, and in general such a relation between the United States and 
Porto Rico as subsists, and as has been found perfectly workable in 
the case of the various self-governing portions of the territory of 
Great Britain — Australia, for instance, and Canada, to the mother 
countr y. ^ ^ 

Of course, that is a matter for you gentlemen. I only allude to it 
to rebut the argument that I have heard advanced, namely, that to 
grant American citizenship to Porto Rico necessarily involves ulti- 
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mate statehood. I want to lay stress this morninff simply on what 
I have been obliged to see in my official duties; that is, the impor- 
tance of this grant to Porto Rico. 

Senator Poindexter. Is that importance a sentimental one, or will 
there be practical benefit to Porto Rico? 

Secretary STiMSONJuThere will be some practical benefit, but it is 
mainly sentimental. But I wish to say right here that in dealing 
with Latin- Americans sentiment is a basis of the highest practical 
importance in our relations. Sentiment determines whether or not 
your government will be a success or a failure. The people are full 
of what they call "sympatica." They can not get along with a 
community that does not have it for them, and if they feel that you 
look down on them and treat them as an inferior class of beings you 
might as well give up any idea of establishing proper governmental 
relations with them^ 

Senator Fletcher. What are the provisions of section 7, Mr. Sec- 
retary, if you can recall ? The bill says, " That all citizens of Porto 
Rico, as defined by section 7 of the act of April 12, 1900." 

Secretarv Stimson. What about it? 

Senator Fletcher. Do you remember, generally, what the provi- 
bions are — '' all citizens of Porto Rico, as defined by section 7,' etc. ? 
I have not that act before me ; I do not know just what it provides. 

Secretary Stimson. At present, as I recall the act, it constitutes 
the citizens of the island a body politic, under the name of " The Peo- 
ple of Porto Rico." Suits in the island are conducted under that 
name, and they are known as The People of Porto Rico. It is true 
that they owe allegiance to the United States, and I suppose they are 
entitled to call upon the United States consuls and various diplo- 
matic representatives for protection, but they do not do it as Ameri- 
can citizens; and I have heard many Porto Ricans express to me 
their unwillingness to claim that right, on account of the fact that 
they could not do it as Americans. 

Senator Fletcher. I did not know but what section 7 defined 
what was meant by "citizens of Porto Rico." I presume it is. likely 
the same thing as all natives. 

Secretary Stimson. Can you answer that. Col. Mclntyre? 

Col. McIntyre. I have not the act here, but it provides that the 
native inhabitants of Porto Rico, residing therein on April 11, 1899, 
shall be citizens of Porto Rico. 

Secretary Stimson. And by local law they are given the franchise 
in the local elections and other various rights. 

Senator Fletcher. Do you recommend any limitation on the 
franchise ? 

Secretary Stimson. I think the bill contains one valuable provi- 
sion in that respect. It aims to give the franchise collectively, which 
I think is regarded as important down there. 

At the same time it provides that anyone who does not want to 
become a citizen of the United States can register himself before the 
proper authorities and retain the status which he now has. 

Senator Fall. In that event, he could be a traitor to the United 
States and so long as he was not a traitor to Porto Rico we could 
not deal with him. 

Secretary Stimson. I think that would be true, except that citizens 
of Porto Rico would owe allegiance to the United States ; but I think 
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it is SO much less important than the fact that there should be .^ven 
a safety- valve that I do not think anyone would take advantage of 
that. CThey are all very anxious to become citizens, but I do not 
want tne door to be left open so that hereafter some agitator may 
say, "We were forced into it; we were never given a diance to ex- 
press ourselves."^ 

QThere is a good deal of political discussion in the island always- 
There are factions; and there are ambitious leaders; and it ma-y 
become to somebody's interest to raise discontent at some time by 
preaching the doctrine that they have forcibly been made citizens 
of the United States. \ 

Senator Fall. Andyou leave them with the same franchise there as 
those who elected to become citizens of the United States ; put them 
on an equality?' 

Secretary Stimson. I would leave them with the same franchise; 
and I would leave them with this, so that they could stand up and 
be counted ; and the result would be that no one would stand up and 
be counted. '^t.UvLO ' 

senator /Kern. You spoke of a dominant party there. 'What is 
thS principal dividing issue between the two parties ? 

Secretary Stimson. Well, it has been a little hard to define it. 
It changes from time to time, but in general the dominant party is 
the party that is in favor of as much local autonomy, so to speak, 
as possible, as rapidly as it can be given them. The condition of 
the Government now is that there is an appointed governor and an 
appointed council and an elective assembly underneath that. 

In general, what I have called the dominant party is in favor of 
the extension of elective part of that Government as rapidly as possi- 
ble and the other is more conservative and desires to keep lonff^ 
the status qm>. There are other minor and fluctuating issues on which 
they divider 

Senator Kj:rn. It is a kind of progressive and standpat issue there? 

Secretary Stimspn. That might be one way of calling it. 

Senator Kj:rn. ^ou spoke rather doubtingly of ultimate statehood. 
What is the principal oDJection that occurs to you as against that, a 
racial difference? 

Secretary Stimson. "The racial difference is a very great difference. 
The difference of climate, habit, tradition, and distance, but perhaps 
more than anything else the fact that it would be for the first time 
going beyond the territorial limits of the United States, thus making, 
a precedent for going beyond those territorial limits in other case^ 

Senator Kern. You spoke, and very correctly, too, about sentiment 
being a very important element in government. Now, suppose those 
people were created citizens of the United States and they progress 
for a series of years in education and general enlightenment, and the 
sentiment springs up that citizens of the republic ought to be allowed 
to take part in the election of the governing power of the republic. 
If that sentiment should spring up, what effect would it have ? 

Secretary Stimson. I am very glad you suggested that. It is going 
to naturally spring up unless they are given eventually a very much 
greater control over their own fiscal relations than they have now. 

Senator Kern. It is entirely clear to me ; this matter of local self- 
government. It has always been clear to my mind that they ought 
to have that. 
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Secretary Stimson. I go further than that, ^or instance, the 
island at present is, I was going to say, almost wholly, but certainly 
Very largely, dependent upon our tarin on sugar. A change in that 
tariff may ruin Porto Rico in that particular industry, because, as 
has been pointed out, I think, before one of the committees here, 
they are shut in within the circle of our tariff. They have to buy 
in our markets at the prices maintained in the United States, and 
therefore they are dependent upon their predominant commodity be- 
ing also protected^ 

I feel perfectly certain that it would take only a few examples of 
that dependence to bring about an irresistible demand — ^perhaps not 
an irresistible demand, out a very strong demand — for representa- 
tion in the law-making body which has to do with the mamng of a 
tariff. So that unless Porto Rico is given the same local tariff power 
and the same autonomy in regard to its commercial relations that th6 
great self-governing colonies of England are, you will have, if they 
are not given that, an alternative demand for representation in the 
Gwernment that does control. 

/For that reason I think it is only fair to state now that I believe 
tftat anyone dealing with the problem of citizenship should also face 
frankly the problem that Porto Rico must eventually be given self- 
government, even to the extent of making their own tariff. Of 
course, we can expect reciprocal trade relations with the United 
States to be established simultaneously with and as a condition to 
such tariff autonomyA 

Senator FiiETCHEiLAt present they get the. benefit of all their 
revenues, I believe? y 

Secretary STiMSON.^t present they get very large pecuniary bene- 
fits to offset their lacK" of political power. They get the benefit of 
all the internal-revenue tax collected in the island. In addition to 
that, we expend out of our Treasury in improvement of their rivers 
and harbors — or rather not their rivers, they have no navigable 
rivers — ^moneys which come from our general fund, and taking the 
proposition as a debit and credit balance, at the present time .they 
have nothing to compain of at all, because we are giving them as a 
bounty very much better pecuniary treatment than any State in the 
Union receives. But no community will remain even in the con- 
dition of a favored charity very long, and it seems to me that as 
Porto Rico proceeds along the line of trained self-government — and 
she is doing it very fast now — ^you have got to look forward to one 
or the other alternative — Statehood on the one side and local inde- 
pendence and local self-government with 

Senator Kern. Commercial independence. v ■ 

Secretary Stimson. Commercial independence on the other) 

I think it is proper to call the attention of the committee to the 
progress which Porto Rico has made this winter in good legislation. 
There have been very harmonious and pleasant relations between the 
assembly there and the Bureau of Insular Affairs up here. 

Senator Fall. Are both branches of their assembly elective ? 

Secretary Stimson. No, sir; only the lower house; and the as- 
sembly has passed a large number of measures which heretofore they 
have not apparently seen the necessity for — sanitary measures, civil- 
service measures, election laws, and measures aimed at purifying their 
health, their politics, and their general government there. They, I 
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think, appreciate the fact that they are on trial, and they have shown 
that they have regarded that as an aim to be kept in mind. 

Senator Poindexter. You spoke of the sugar tariff and its effect 

on Porto Eico 

Secretary Stimson. I spoke of it just as an example. 
Senator Poindextek. Yes. I had a little curiosity about that. Of 
course the question of the tariff is involved in the matter of their 
local government, and whether or not they should have the power 
to fix the tariff for that island ? 

Secretary Stimson. Yes; I meant to express myself as of the opin- 
ion that that would be ultimately necessary. 

Senator Poindexter. Yes. Now, suppose they had that power, and 
that regardless of the United States preferential tariff, what worse 
position would they be in than they were when Spain ruled? What 
protection did they have on sugar before the United States acquired 
Porto Eico ? 

Secretary Stimson/I hope, in the first place, that they will never 
be in as bad a position as they were under Spanish rule, but even 
under Spain they were progressing. Spain was giving them better 
and better government/^ 

Senator Poindexter. I was thinking of the sugar industry; you 
spoke of destroying the sugar industry. 

Secretary Stimson. For years the sugar industry under Spain was 
at a perfect standstill. It never developed. For years — ^I think for 
probably 60 years, for which we have figures — their production was 
something like 50,000 tons a vear, as I recall it. Under American 
rule it has jumped up in the 14 years that we have been there to 
330,000 tons, or something over six times as much as was produced 
under Spanish rule for half a century. 

Senator Fall. Would the production of coffee be affected? 
Secretary Stimson. The production of coffee was destroyed in 
1899 by a hurricane, and for a great many years it was prostrated, 
but in the last few years it has developed very markedly. I do not 

know whether it has reached 

Col. McIntyre. It has not reached the highest yet. 
Secretary STmsoN. It has practically regained its position before 
the hurricane. M3offee is a very important industry. It is the indus- 
try of the small planter there. Of courvse sugar is the industry of 
the large capitalist. Coffee, for that reason, is intimately connected 
with the welfare of the main public in Porto Eico — ^that is, the small 
farmer — and there has been a tremendous improvement during the 
last two years in the product of coffee over what it was when the Sec- 
retary of War (Mr. Dickinson) last visited the island. That has 
come about very largely from the development of the Cuban market 
for coffee. Under our trade relations or reciprocity with Cuba, 
Cuba, in return for the reciprocity which we gave her to the extent 
of 20 per cent in our sugar, extends a preference in her duties on 
coffee, and more than half of the Porto Rican coffee finds a market 
in Cuba under that preference. In other words, Porto Rican coffee 
IS preferred over Brazilian coffee in Cuba. It goes in on better terms 
and has the bulk of the market there. That has developed the in- 
dustry very much during the last few years3 

Senator Kern. Are the sugar plantations and the factories there 
controlled generally by Porto Ricans or foreigners ? 



10 CITIZENSHIP OF POBTO RICANS. 

Secretary Stimson. I have not the exact figures, but I know the 
largest planter I met there was a Porto Rican. I should say that 
there has been more American capital by far gone into sugar than 
anything else. But even that has been slow in going. I have not the 
exact figures, but they are available. 

Senator Kern. I was only asking for general information. 

Senator Fletcher. The Americans are going into pineapples and 
fruit there. 

Secretary Stimson. Yes, sir; they have tried that. I hope the 
pineapple and fruit markets will be developed. It seems to me the 
great future for the small f armer^n Porto Eico lies in the direction 
of small fruits and vegetables, v^ugar is a concentrated industry. 
It requires the investment of a large amount of money in centrals, 
and it tends to fall into concentrated hands. On the other hand, 
there is no reason I can see, assuming we develop proper means of 
transportation, why Porto Kico should not supply our small fruit 
and vegetable market during the winter and spring. There is no 
reason why it should not completely take the place of Bermuda. .It 
has all the varieties of climate, and it is not so very much farther 

Senator Fletcher. As I remember, Mr. Secretary, something like 
a year ago there appeared to be a considerable difference between 
the house of delegates and the Executive Council. The house of 
delegates passed appropriation bills, and the budget has to be made 
up by the general action of those two bodies. The Executive Coun- 
cil would not agree to the appropriations wanted by the house of 
delegates. They want roads, which seems to be all right, and they 
wanted among other things a bank established where they could get 
money at a low rate of interest, and on account of that conflict Con- 
gress had to pass a law which provided that the old budget should 
remain in force until some new one could be agreed upon. Do you 
know whether that condition continues now ? 

Secretary Stimson. No, sir; they passed their budget this year. 
They passed all the appropriation bills. In that respect there has 
been a great improvement shown. There is a provision in the fun- 
damental law that if the assembly does not pass appropriations for 
any given year, the appropriations for the year before shall continue 
over. That, I think, became effective only once — 1 year during the 
14 that we have been there. 

Senator Kj:rn. To what extent has there been immigration into 
Porto Eico, say from this country or from other countries, since our 
control ? 

Secretary Stimson. Without having the figures before me, I 
should say it has been comparatively light. The island is very 
homogeneous. There is a very slight admixture of negro blood as 
compared with other West Indian islands. You see it only here and 
there on the seacoast. It has retained more pure Spanish- American 
blood, I should say, than either of the other islands I visited last 
year — Santo Domingo, Cuba, and Jamaica, very much less. 

Senator Clarke. Mr. Secretary, I was not present when you began 
your statement, and therefore I may be pardoned for not knowing as 
much about it as other members do at the present time. I want to 
know if you are stating your individual views or the views of the 
administration ? 

Secretary Stimson. On the citizenship question? 
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Senator Clarke. Yes. 

Secretary Stimson. On that I am stating the views of the admin- 
istration. 

Senator Clarke. What has occurred to make a change necessary 
since your predecessor, Mr. Dickinson, announced his view on the 
same subject? He was supposed to have stated the then position of 
the administration on that subject. 

Secretary Stimson. I did not know that he had announced a dif- 
ferent view from mine. 

Senator Clarke. I understood that he was resisting — or rather 
advising against — a general grant of citizenship to those people 
down there. 

Secretary Stimson. On the contrary, I think he was in favor 

Senator Clarke. He expressed his view on the subject here in 
question in the form of an official report, I think. 

Secretary Stimson. You surprise me by that statement. 

Senator Clarke. I can not be mistaken about his views, although I 
may be mistaken about their having been put in the form of an offi- 
cial communication. 

Secretary Stimson. He may have had views which he did not 
express. 

Col. McIntyre. If you will permit me, I think 

Senator Ci-arke. Wait one minute, and then you may interrogate 
the Secretarv. 

Secretar}^ Stimson. May I have the statement of Col. McIntyre. 

Senator Clarke. No; it is not necessary. 

Col. McIntyre. I simply wanted to say 

Senator Clarke. I just have one or two questions more that 1 
want to ask the Secretarv. 

ft/ 

Col. McIntyre. I do not understand what is the final determina- 
tion as to the matter. 

Senator Clarke. My final determination is that I have a few more 
questions to ask the Secretary. 

Col. McIntyre. Excuse me. 

Senator Clarke. Has anything transpired lately to accentuate the 
necessity for the discussion of this question at this time ? 

Secretary Stimson. The passage of the bill by the House and its 
reference to the Senate. 

Senator Clarke. Is that a matter of more concern to the War De- 
partment than any other department of the National Government ? 

Secretary Stimson. Most decidedly. 

Senator Clarke. In what respect — and I ask for information and 
not for the purpose of finding fault? I want to know what the rela- 
tions of the War Department are to Porto Rico and how they differ 
from those of any other department? What means of determining 
the proper standard of political recognition to be accorded to Porto 
Ricans is peculiar to the head of the War Department ? 

Secretary Stimson. I am glad you asked me. The Government of 
PortQ Rico, to a certain extent, is under the War Department 

Senator Clarke. What do you mean by " under the War Depart- 
ment " ? / 

Secretary Stimsot(. I mean that all reports from the island of 
Porto Rico which come to the United States, except directly to Con- 
gress, are made to the Bureau of Insular Affairs, which is one of the 
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bureaus of the War Department, and the Bureau of Insular Affairs, 
under my supervision, is the bureau that has charge of all appoint- 
ments made by the Government.^ 

Senator Ci^arke. It is an administrative bureau, though. It ad- 
ministers the laws that Congress passes, does it not? 

Secretary Stimson. In the sense that all executive departments 
are administrative. 

Senator Clarke. Then, in matters of general policy— in matters 
that involve a change in the laws — there would not be any greater 
reason why the War Department should become interested in it than 
any other department, would there? 

Secretary Stimson. I think very decidedly so. The War Depart- 
ment is directly interested and is constantly consulted. 

Senator Ciarke. Have they not a practical working form of local 
self-government in Porto Rico that enables them to dispose of nearly 
all questions that locallv present themselves ? 

Secretary Stimson. Very far from it. (TJiey have only the begin- 
ning of a local self-government, and in the rest of their government 
their swaddling clothes are adjusted by the War Department^* 

Senator Clarke. But it was provided by Congress as its fulfill- 
ment of the idea of that branch of the government as to just what 
was then required, was it not ? 

Secretary Stimson. The so-called Foraker Act, passed in 1900 — 12 
years ago — purported to give a fundamental law for the government 
of Porto Rico that is like the Constitution. It was on its face 
tentative. It has been amended in certain ways. Last year there 
was passed by the House of Representatives — ^at the past session of 
Congress — a complete new charter, which, however, failed in the 
Senate. This year certain amendments to the so-called Foraker law 
have been passed. 

Senator Clarke. Yes; I assisted in the preparation of the first 
one you mention, and I am somewhat familiar with the terms of 
the other. What I want to find out is whether there is any particu- 
lar relation that the War Department bears to Porto Rico that gives 
any added interest to the head of that department to propositions 
for legislation that involve citizenship? 

Secretary Stimson. I endeavored to explain that 

Senator Clarke. Is not that a matter of general policy about 
which one official, or one citizen, would have about as much oppor- 
tunity^ to form an opinion as another? 

Secretary Stimson. I explained, in the opening of my state- 
ment 

Senator Clarke. I, unfortunately, did not hear that. 

Secretary Stimson. At which you were not present, the vital con- 
nection between citizenship, as I believed, and the administrative 
government of Porto Rico. The administrative government is un- 
der my department to the extent I have just described. Every bill 
which is introduced into Congress is referred to my department 
for examination and report, among others this bill, and I am here, 
as I assume, on the request of Congress for information in an ad- 
ministrative way. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. It was not at my request, but if any 
request is necessary to justify your visit I freely give it. 
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The appearance of a Cabinet officer before a committee of which 
I am a member is a matter of rare occurrence, and T did not know 
out what something had transpired at this time that lent a new inter- 
est to this particular topic. I had not heard the opening statement 
of the Secretary. 

The Acting Chairman. I desire to say that the Secretary is here 
upon the request of the acting chairman. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. I am not complaining about that. 
I am only asking for information. You have the advantage of me 
in many respects, Mr. Chairman, and probably this is one of them. 

Secretary Stimson. I would like to say that last summer I was 
directed to go to' the island of Porto Kico by the President to 
familiarize myself with its conditions. I did so. The one feature 
which impressed itself upon me most as essential to the future gov- 
ernment of the island was this question of citizenship. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. That is, American citizenship ? 

Secretary Stimson. Yels; the citizenship conferred by this bill. I 
traveled all over the island. ' I visited most of the towns and villages 
and met the alcalde and the local council of every village that I 
visited, and the universal request, the universal plea of every man I 
met was this request for citizenship. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. But, Mr. Secretary 

Secretary Stimson. May I complete my statement? 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. Yes. 
^ Secretary Stimson. It is in answer to your question to show why 
I am here. It impressed itself upon my mind as the important thing 
to be done in regard to the future legal and administrative control 
of the island, and I then received innumerable petitions. They have 
been sent to Congress. 

It was made the vehicle for petitions for citizenship in every 
municipality that I visited, and I then promised to the people who 
presented me these petitions for Congress that I would present them 
to Congress, and I am here in partial fulfilment of that promise. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. Do you not believe that the question 
of admitting other people to American citizenship is primarily a 
question to be first considered by the citizens of the United States? 
This question should be considered from the standpoint of our wel- 
fare before the request of other people becomes of any value. 

Secretary Stimson. I certainly agree with you that the question of 
whether or not Porto Ricans ought to be made citizens is a question 
for the people of the United States. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. Independently of what the Porto 
Ricans think. 

Secretary Stimson. It is the paramount question. Nothing that I 
have said has been intended to minimize that. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. Mr. Secretary — and I ask for infor- 
mation, because I have not been able to evolve a process by which I 
could get a satisfactory answer from the resources of my own mind — 
I ask if you know of any legal or constitutional plan by which per- 
sons can be admitted as American citizens and then subsequent^ 
_ denied any of the rights of American citizenship as these are known 
in this country and enjoyed by our own people? 

You spoke of giving them a separate government which, whilst 
possessing the feature of American citizenship, would still not give 
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them in full measure the rights of that citizenship. Do you know of 
any plan of procedure possible under our Constitution by which there 
can be such a thing as full American citizenship and qualified Ameri- 
can citizenship? 

Secretary Stimson. If you want me to go into a legal discussion of 
the matter 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. You can go into it far enough to 
give me some suggestion that I may pursue myself. 

Secretary' Stimson. The inhabitants of Hawaii are in a situation 
which might be called " qualified," if you mean it in that sense. 

Senator Cl.arke of Arkansas. Hawaii could be admitted as a State 
into this Union to-morrow, could it not ? 

Secretary Stimson. Yes. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. And the United States, when politi- 
cal or economic exigencies prompt, could admit even more distant 
territory as a State, could they not ? 

Secretary Stimson. Yes, sir. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. And that might result also from 
making a Territory out of Porto Rico, as was done recently in ad- 
mitting the State represented by mv good friend who sits at your 
left [Senator Fall] ? 

Senator Fall. Yes, sir; we were fortunate enough to get in, after 
sixty-odd years of trials and tribulations. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. That is all; except I am going to 
reserve the right to furnish my friend the Secretary with a state- 
ment of the views of his predecessor, not because I expect to influence 
him, but because I want to convince him that I have not been invent- 
ing something with which to confront him. 

Secretary Stimson. Senator Clarke, your word is sufficient. All I 
say is that he has never stated them to me. 

The Acting Chairman. Has any other Senator any questions ? 

Senator Fall. What reason have you, except what you have al- 
ready stated a little while ago, for this qualifying clause allowing 
these people, the people of Porto Eico, to attain that status? If we 
extend citizenship to any by an act of Congress, why should not all 
of them become citizens of the United States ? Whv should we allow 

ft/ 

any of these people to attain their present status, not as citizens of the 
United States, but as people of Porto Rico? 

Secretary Stimson. It was made, as I meant to state, to meet the 
objection that a man might be forced into an allegiance against his 
will. It was to give him an opportunity to remain as he was. 

Senator Fall. I am frank to say that I do not see where, if these 
people owe no allegiance to any other foreign country, but simply 
under an act of Congress owe allegiance now only to the island of 
Porto Kico or to the Porto Rican government, I do not see why they 
should be allowed to retain that allegiance by simply filing a decla- 
ration. I can understand why that would apply if they were coming 
in as citizens of Spain, but they are not. 

Secretary Stimson. Let me put a concrete illustration to you to 
show this case to-day. At the present time there are in Porto Rico 
a good many Porto Ricans who are citizens of the United States. 
They have become so by moving over to the mainland and getting 
naturalized and going back. There are also a good many Americans 
who moved down there who are citizens of America, and in addition 
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to these citizens there are the general mass of Porto Sican people 
who are not practically citizens of the United States, but who are 
members of the people of Porto Rico. I do not see that the situation 
that this bill proposes introduces any novel principle any different 
from what now exists. 

Senator Fall. It does, because it extends citizenship absolutely to 
all those who do not declare that they prefer to retain their present 
status. It does introduce a novel principle. 

Secretary Stimson. Assuming that the bill was passed, there 
would then be the situation where there were a large number of 
American citizens on the island, a very much larger number than 
there are now there, and possibly a few who would not become citi- 
zens. What complication would that make that does not exist 
to-day ? 

Senator Fall. I may answer that after awhile. These American 
citizens who have simply moved over to the mainland and become 
naturalized as American citizens, or those who have moved from 
this country to Porto Rico who are American citizens, do they have 
the same right of franchise which the people of Porto Rico have in 
their local self-government ? 

Secretary Stimson. I believe so; absolutely, do they not, Col. 
Mclntyre ? 

Col. McIntyre. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fall. Then you have two classes of voters over there ? 

Col. McIntyre. Yes, sir. 

Senator Fall. One class who are not citizens of the United States, 
and the other who are citizens of the United States ? 

Col. McIntyre. The people of Porto Rico — that is, the body which 
is designated as " the people of Porto Rico " — is composed of citizens 
of the United States living in Porto Rico and the citizens of Porto 
Rico. They constitute the government. And the citizens of the 
United States living in Porto Rico have the same right locally as the 
citizens of Porto Rico. 

Senator Fletcher. Do not some of those people still claim alle- 
giance to Spain? 

Secretary Stimson. They were given an opportunity to declare 
themselves, were they not? 

Col. McIntyre. Yes; they were ^iven an opportunity under the 
enabling act of 1900. About two-thirds of those who are natives of 
the peninsula declared their intention of remaining Spanish citizens. 

Senator Kern. About how many of those people are there now ? 

Col. McIntyre. They are numerically very small. 

Secretary Stimson. That has not introduced any complication dur- 
ing the last 10 years at all, has it ? 

Col. McIntyre. No. 

Secretary Stimson. Ten years ago the same privilege was allowed 
to Spanish subjects to remain. 

Senator Fall. The only trouble we ever had between these people 
there was because of that very clause allowing them to declare their 
intention to remain subjects or citizens of the Mexican Republic, 
although remaining in New Mexico. It caused very serious trouble. 
It caused the murder of the governor of New Mexico, and it caused 
the Government of the United States very much more trouble than 
did the acquisition of that country originally. 
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Senator Brandegee. What is the area of that island ? 

Col. McIntyke. Thi rty -four hundred square miles. 

Senator Brandeoee. What is the language spoken? 

Col. McIntybe. All the native people speak Spanish, but in the 
schools for a number of years they nave taught, in addition, the 
English language, so that we have a great number who speak tiie 
English language. 

Senator Fall. Is the teaching of English compulsory? 

Col. McInttre. Yes ; the teaching of English is compulsory. 

Senator Fall. But the schools are taught in English? 

Col. McIntyre. Yes; the schools are taught in English, but the 
Spanish language is also taught. 

Senator Fall. But it is compulsory for them to teach the schools 
in English — not to teach English in the schools. 

Col. McIntyre. Teach the schools in English. 

Senator Brandeoee. What publications are there on the island, 
like magazines or newspapers? 

Col. McIntyre. That Register of Porto Rico, on the desk of 
Senator Clapp, is one of the best. That gives a very complete de- 
scription of the island. 

Senator Brandegee. And of its publications, are they printed in 
English — the newspapers and magazines? 

Col. McIntyre. Most of the newspapers printed in Porto Rico 
are printed in Spanish. One of the Spanish dailies in San Juan 
is also printed in English, and two papers in Ponce are also printed 
in English. 

The Acting Chairman. I understand the Secretary is anxious to 
get away, and we will conclude with him. 

There being no further questions. Secretary Stimson was there- 
upon excused. 

The Acting Chairman. Mr. Gompers, you may now proceed. 

statement of samuel oompees, feesident of the ameb- 

igan federation of LABOB. 

Mr. Gompers. Mr. Chairman and gentleman of the committee, in 
my travels I have visited Porto Rico and mingled with its people 
and have had the opportunity of discussing with them perhaps as 
fully as any other American every phase of their life and their 
struggles and their hopes. I am fully persuaded that no American 
ever went to the island to whom the people so fully, or rather more 
fully, opened thefi' hearts and minds than they did to me. They 
were somewhat suspicious of having their status and their conditions 
misreported in the American press. 1 am very glad to say that a 
change has come over that condition in the past six years, so that there 
is little, if any, gi^ound for faultfinding on their part on that score. 
But it is true, in so far m^ their condition and their frame of mind 
and their spirit and thought are concerned, that they were misre- 
ported in the American press. 

A number of our organizations of labor have sent representatives 
to Porto Rico to organize the workers and to bring about some im- 
proved condition among them; so that using, without exactly quot- 
ing, the words of one of the representatives perinanently located in 
Porto Rico — I refer to Mr. Santiago Iglesias — I would say that, as 
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a matter of fact, the conditions in Porto Rico are perhaps better — 
the conditions of the workingman are not by any means perfect, 
but they are perhaps better — ^tnan in any of the other South Ameri- 
can countries. 

There is one thing particularly in which the people of Porto Rico 
are interested, and that is to secure the right of American citizen- 
ship. I may perhaps be diverting for a moment, but I mention this 
fact: Mr. Iglesias, to whom I have just now referred and who is 
in this room, was one of the men representing the sentiment of the 
people of Porto Rico who, with a delegation, met Gen. Brooke on 
the occasion of his landing in Porto Rico, and he assisted and aided 
and helped as a guide in the military movements of Gen. Brooke and 
his Army. 

You know that the American Army was welcomed to Porto Rico. 
There was no hostile demonstration. The people there looked upon 
the coming of the American Army as an army of liberation rather 
than as an army of invasion. And I desire to indulge in no un- 
necessary criticism of Spain, but, as a matter of fact, Spain has 
never forgiven the Porto Ricans for welcoming rather than resisting 
the American Army. 

Mr. Iglesias, as a representative of the then scattered and very 
scattering few fragments of an organization, came to the American 
Federation of Labor almost immediately after the declaration of 
peace. He came to us to ask our assistance, in order that conditions 
in Porto Rico might be improved, particularly in so far as they ap- 
plied to agricultural and industrial laborers, and to help in securing 
for Porto Ricans generally a recognition of their status that they 
had not up to that time obtained. 

We sent several representative workmen to Porto Rico and di- 
rected them to report to us. As I have said, several representatives 
of the workingmen of the United States were sent to Porto Rico, 
and, among others, I went there. There is no one question upon which 
the people in Porto Rico are more united than they are upon the 
desire for citizenship; and if I may take cognizance at this time 
of one of the questions put to Secretary Stimson, I would like to 
make this remark: The question, as I understood it, was the desire 
of the people of Porto Rico for citizenship as one thing, but there 
ought also to be some expressed desire on the part of the people of 
the United States who possess citizenship to determine whether the 
people of Porto Rico should be granted that boon. 

I have heard no dissent by our people upon the subject of grant- 
ing citizenship to the people of Porto Rico. As a matter of fact, if 
there be any sincerity at all in the declaration of national parties, 
if that is to be taken as an expression of the views of the people 
represented in their respective political parties, there has not been 
a national convention of any of the parties, Republican, Democratic, 
or other parties, but which has declared in its platform that citizen- 
ship should be conferred upon the people of Porto Rico. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. Do you think any platform maker 
ever yet seriously considered making them eligible to citizenship in 
this Union ? 

Mr. GoMPERS. I firmly believe that these declarations were made 
seriously and emphatically. 

48732—12 2 
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Senator Clarke of Arkansas. That result follows automatically 
after certain conditions are produced; after they become citizens of 
a Territory they find themselves somewhat short of the benefits that 
our fellow citizens of the United States enjoy, and they keep agitat- 
ing, just as my friend Senator Fall has agitated, until they find they 
have authority, just as he found it, to occupy a seat in the Senate. 

I am in favor of giving the Porto Eicans the best Government that 
can be adopted for them, but I am going to look further into the 
question before I conclude that they are entitled to American citi- 
zenship. 

Senator Poindexter. I should like to ask the Senator right there, 
while he is on that subject, whether or not the definition of " citizen- 
ship " in the United States Constitution is not exclusive ? 

"Senator Clarke of Arkansas. Of course; there are not two kinds 
of citizenship. 

Senator Poindexter. But I mean this: When the Constitution 
of the United States defines American citizenship, does that not 
exclude any other kind ? 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. I should say so; yes. 

Senator Poindexter. The Constitution says that " all persons bom 
or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof are citizens of the United States, and of the State wherein 
they reside." 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. It also provides for a naturalization 
system ; and then I think it is implied that any territory that is added 
to us by conquest or cession is capable of being absorbed into our 
Government as a State, as, for instance, Texas was. 

Senator Fall. And their citizens become our citizens. That has 
been decided in the Florida case and the Louisiana Purchase case. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. Oh, 'yes. It is possible for new 
States to come to us in that way. 

Without intending to interrupt Mr. Gompers's line of thoug^ht, it 
seems to me proper to say that we have about as many States m this 
Nation now as we want. I am perfectly willing to deal as fairly and 
as liberally and as justly with other people with whom we come into 
governmental relations as it is possible to do, but I have firmly 
settled down upon the proposition that we have about as many States 
in this Union as we ought ever to have. 

Senator Fall. Let me ask you a question. As a matter of policy, 
do you not think that we ought to make up our mind that at some 
time we may be confronted with either that proposition or else to 
turn those people loose upon their own resources ? 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. I do not believe in turning people 
loose until they are afforded an opportunity to learn how to stand by 
themselves. I would, before doing so, give them to a reasonable ex- 
tent the benefit of any sort of association with this Government and 
its institutions that would make them morally, mentally, and physi- 
cally better people. Whether this shall ever be required in the case 
of Porto Eico is a matter for future consideration. 

Senator Fall. In the meantime, under the present condition, their 
loyalty or their pride of Government or citizenship is simply confined 
to loyalty to the lower house of their legislature and to the War 
Department of the United States, is it not ? 
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Senator Clarke of Arkansas. If I had to add another depart- 
ment from time to time, as their growing pride and patriotism de- 
manded additional branches of the government toward which to 
display their loyalty, I might do so, perhaps ; but I do not feel able 
to do it this morning. I do not care to disturb Mr. Gompers any 
further. 

Mr. Gompers. It is not disturbing me; it is illuminating. 

Addressing myself to that phase of the subject mentioned by 
Senator Clarke, I should say that more than likely we have about 
as many States as we can very well take care of; but the situation 
which prevails now is an anomaly. It is doubtful whether the status 
of Porto Rico was contemplated by our Constitution. I am speak- 
ing now as a layman rather than as a lawyer, because I am not a 
lawyer, fortunately for the profession. 

Senator Kern. I do not think that the framers of the Constitu- 
tion had in mind Porto Kico or the Philippines either. 

Mr. Gompers. An anomalous situation is presented here not con- 
templated by the constitutional provisions. The people of Porto 
Rico come here through their representatives, through the War De- 
partment, and through the administrative departments, declaring 
that there is this anomaly existing in Porto Rico, and that the tie^ 
of friendship and sympathy would be greatly strengthened by the 
granting of citizenship. 

There is nothing that I have cause to hide, and I think it would 
be best that you know that which has been communicated to me, the 
accuracy of which I have no right to doubt. 

There have been expressions on the part of some people, .perhaps 
a very small number, for the independence of Porto Rico. And 
the only reason that the few who demanded independence — the only 
reason that they had for any following at all, has been the fact that 
they have been able to appeal to the sense of justice ; or, if you please, 
the sentiment of some people, that they are denied citizenship in the 
United States. 

I referred incidentally to the acts of the American Federation of 
Labor in Porto Rico. We have taken a deep interest in its people. 
I should say that outside of the people of my own country I do not 
believe that there is a people anywhere on the face of the globe for 
whom I entertain a greater love and desire to help than I do for the 
people of Porto Rico. And here is a fact : Ask any officer of the 
Federal Government of the present day or of the previous adminis- 
trations and they will all attest to the fact that there has been no 
^eater factor in Porto Rico to so thoroughly Americanize the feel- 
ing and the sentiment of the people of Porto Rico as have been 
the American Federation of Labor and. the organized-labor move- 
ment on the island. 

Senator Kern. Ought not the expression of this desire for inde- 
pendence to be pretty speedily suppressed, because it is likely to 
grow. 

Senator Clarke of Arkansas. I did not catch that remark. 

Senator Kern. I was just thinking whether the desire for inde- 

fendence had better be suppressed pretty speedily lest it might grow, 
t has grown in some cases rather rapidly from the start, as we all 
know. 
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\ 
American spirit, and the American idea of labor. \The laborers of Porto Rico 

desire the Americanization of the island. They desire labor to be regarded as 
honorable. They desire the uplifting of labor by permitting it to participate 
to a greater degree in the material advantages obtained from the American 
connection. It will profit the labor of Porto Rico little unless it obtains from 
this American connection, at least gradually, the treatment which is extended 
to labor in the United States. We believe that the conferring of American 
citizenship on the people of Porto Rico will put the laborer and artisan in a 
position ia which he will be better able to profit by the introduction of Ameri- 
can institutions. This citizenship will of itself be a source of pride to every 
laborer in Porto Rico. It will mark an additional degree of removal from the 
day in which the laborer of Porto Rico was little better than a servant. 

One of the greatest direct advantages which the laboring people of Porto 
Rico have received from American occupation of the island has been from the 
public-school system established there. The children are being educated In 
American ideas, and as they become men they will have materially improved 
the standard of the workers of Porto Rico. They at present have the lights 
of the franchise, but this education has been necessary in order that they might 
avail themselves of this right intelligently. The laboring people of Porto Rico 
have reached out for every advantage of a social nature which came with 
American occupation. The laborers of Porto Rico are a unit in begging that 
this bill pass. They appreciate the advantages of American institutions and 
will appreciate the honor of American citizenship. This will be treasured by 
them as an inestimable benefit, and it will never be abused by the working 
people of Porto Rico. 

Now, I have prepared the inclosed document under the guide of the American 
Federation of Labor, which contains wide information on the subject of citi- 
zenship for the Porto Ricans. I want to call your attention to what President 
Taft and Gov. Colton, of Porto Rico, have to say on the matter. 

The document follows: 

A People Without A Country. 

APPEAL FOB united STATES CITIZENSHIP FOR THE PEOPLE OF PORTO RICO. PUP.LISHED 
BY THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, WASHINGTON, D. C, 1912. 

[Senate Document No. 5^, Sixty-second Congress, second session.] 



Headquarters of the xVrmy, 

Ponce, P. R„ July 28, 1898. 
To the inhahitants of Porto Rico: 

In the prosecution of the war against the Kingdom of Spain by the people 
of the United States in the cause of liberty, justice, and humanity, its military 
forces have come to occupy the island of Porto Rico. They come bearing the 
banner of freedom inspired by a noble purpose to seek the enemies of our 
country and yours, and to destroy or capture all who are in armed resistance. 
They bring you the fostering arm of a nation of free people, whose greatest 
power is in its justice and humanity to all those living within its fold. Hence, 
the first effect of this occupation will be the immedate release from your former 
political relations, and it is hoped a cheerful acceptance of the Government of 
the United States. The chief object of the American military forces will be 
to overthrow the armed authority of Spain and to give to the people of your 
beautiful island the largest measure of liberty consistent with this military 
occupation. Wo have not come to make war upon the people of a country that 
for centuries has been oppressed, but, on the contrary, to bring you protec- 
tion, not only to yourselves but to your property, to promote your prosperity, 
and bestow upon you the immunities and blessings of the liberal institutions of 
our Government. It is not our purpose to interfere with any existing laws and 
customs that are wholesome and beneficial to your people so long as they con- 
form to the rules of military administration of order and justice. This is not 
a war of devastation, but one to give to all within the control of its military 
and naval forces the advantages and blessings of enlightened civilization. 

Nelson A. Miles, 
Major Oeneraly Commanding United States Arm^. 



CITIZENSHIP OF PORTO KICANS. 23 

EXCERPT FROM THE TREATY OF PEACE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. 

Art. IX. Spanish subjects natives of the Peninsula, residing in the territory 
over which Spain by the present treaty relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty, 
may remain in such territory or may remove therefrom, retaining in either 
event all their lights of property, including the right to sell or dispose of such 
property or of its proceeds; and they shall also have the right to carry on their 
Industry, commerce, and professions, being subject in respect thereof to such 
laws as are applicable to other foreigners. In case they remain in the territory 
they may preserve their allegiance to the Crown of Spain by making, before a 
court of record, within a year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of 
£his treaty, a declaration of their decision to preserve such allegiance, in de- 
fault of which declaration they shall be held to have renounced it and to have 
adopted the nationality of the territory in which they may reside. 

The civil rights and political status of the native inhabitants of the terri- 
tories hereby ceded to the United States shall be determined by the Congress. 



[H. R. 20048, Sixty-second Congress, second session.] 

AN ACT Declaring that all citizens of Porto Rico and certain natives permanently 
residing in said islands shall be citizens of the United States. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled. That all citizens of Porto Rico, as 
defined by section seven of the act of April twelfth, nineteeti hundred, ** tem- 
porarily to provide revenues and a civil government for Porto Rico, and for 
other purposes," and all natives of Porto Rico who were temporarily absent 
from that island on April eleventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and have 
since returned and are permanently residing in that island and are not citizens 
of any foreign country, are hereby declared, and shall be deemed and held to be, 
citizens of the United States : Provided, That any person hereinbefore described 
may retain his present political status by making a declaration, under oath, of 
his decision to do so within six months of the taking effect of this act before 
the district court in the district in which he resides, the declaration to be in 
form as follows: 

" I, , being duly sworn, hereby declare my intention not to become a 

citizen of the United States as provided in the act of Congress conferring United 
States citizenship upon citizens of Porto Rico and certain natives permanently 
residing in said island." 

In the case of any such person who may be absent from the island during 
said six months, the terms of this proviso may be availed of by transmitting a 
declaration, under oath, in the form herein provided within six months of the 
taking effect of this act, to the secretary of Porto Rico. 

Passed the House of Representatives March 4, 1912. 

Attest: 

South Trimble, Clerk, 

[House Report No. 341, Sixty-second Congress, second session.] 

The Committee on Insular Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
20048i declaring that all citizens of Porto Rico, and certain natives permanently 
residing in said island shall be held to be citizens of the United States, beg 
leave to report that they have had the same under consideration and recom- 
mend that said bill do pass. 

- The purpose of this bill is twofold. It is to settle and definitely fix the civil 
and political status of the people of Porto Rico, and at the same time to make 
those at present defined to be citizens of Porto Rico, and certain other natives, 
citizens of the United States. 

The organic law of Porto Rico, approved April 12, 1900, commonly known as 
the Foraker Act, declares that all inhabitants continuing to reside in Porto 
Rico who were Spanish subjects on the 11th day of April, 1899, and then 
resided therein, and their children born subsequent thereto, shall be deemed 
and held to be citizens of Porto Rico. 

There are many able and learned lawyers who hold that the people of Porto 
Rico are now citizens of the I'nited States: that when Congress established the 
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civil government which now exists in that island, it thereby became an or- 
ganizeii Territory of the riiitert States to which the Constitution of the United 
States is applicable as elsewhere in continental United States. But this con- 
tention, however well grounded it may be, has never received judicial or other 
governmental Siinction either in Porto Rico or the United States, and therefore, 
if the people of Porto Rico are to enjoy tlie rights and privileges of American 
citlzensliip, it is necessary tliat it shall be explicitly conferred upon them by 
Congress. 

(it has long been a conceded fact that Porto Rico lias become i>ermanent terri- 
tory of the Ujiited States. Its i^eople have accepted this fact in good faith, 
and have never .sought, nor do they desire, a separate and indei)endent political 
existence. Their loyalty to the United States under all circumstances has never 
been questioned. What they most desire, and what they liave long and earn- 
estly endeavored to secure, is American citizenship, accompanied with the right 
to legislate ftu* tliemselves in resi>ect to all purely local affairs. That the 
American people concede their right to American citizenship, and are ready 
and willing to accord it to them, has been frequently made abundantly manifest. 
The two great iwlitical iwirties in the Uniteil States, representing the bulk of 
the American i)eople. have in their national platform stilemnly promised Ameri- 
can citizenshii) to the Porto Rlcans.'^n the last Republican platfomi the 
promise made them was in these word^^ 

" In Porto Rico the Govenmient of the United States has met with loyal and 
patriotic supinn't. Order and prosjterity prevail an-l the well-being of the peo- 
ple in every resi)ect promoted and conserved. We believe that the native 
Inhabitants of Poito Rico should be at once made collectively citizens of the 
United States, and that all others i)roi)erly qunlifieii under existing law residing 
In said island should have the privilege of becoming naturalized.'' 

The Democratic national platform of 11M)8 is broader and more comprehensive 
tlian that of the Republican Party, for it demands for the i)eople of Porto Rico, 
as well as those of Alaska. ** the full enjoyment of the rights and privileges of a 
Territorial form of government." 

During the first session of th e Six tieth Congress this committee unanimously 
reported a bill conferring American cUizenship upon the people of Porto Rico, 
and at the sectmd session of the Sixty-first Congre^s the Horse of Representatives 
passed a bill intended to liberalize, and as a substitute for, the Foraker Act. in 
which the citizens of Porto Rico were made citizens of the I'nited States. The 
Secretary of War. in his last annual report, urges Congress to grant American 
citizenship to the iieople of Porto Rico in these strong and earnest terms: 

" The demand for American citizenship on the part of Porto Ricans is genuine 
and well-nigh universal. It has become a deej) po])ular sentiment, and my 
experience in the island convinced me that a continued refusal to grant it will 
gravely wound the sensibilities of this loyal i>eople. It is a practical as well as 
a sentimental matter. A Porto Rican traveling abroad is literally a man with- 
out a count 17. 

•* I believe thsit the denumd is just, that it is amply earned by sustained 
loyalty, and that it should be granteil. 

*" But it is to be carefully remembered that this demand for citizenship must 
be, and in the minds of Porto Ricans is, eiitirely <lisass<x'iated from any thought 
of statehoo<l. It is safe to sjiy that no ^ubstantijil. apju-oved ])ublic opinion in 
the Ignited States, or even in Porto Rico, contemplates statehood for the island 
as the ultimate form of relation between us and Porto Rico. I think the time is 
arriving, if it hns not nlready arrivel. when it is the i)nrt of honest and far- 
sighted statesmanship frankly to declare our i)osition as to the ultimate inter- 
relation between the I'nited States and Porto Rico, so far as it is ])ossible to 
do so without unduly hjimpering the future in wisely dealing with this problem. 
The connection between Porto Rico and the I'nited States is permanent and 
has been from the beginning regarded as ])erm;Hient. There is every reason, 
tlierefore, why the thoughts ami habits of the peoi)le of both countries should, 
as soon as imssible. begin to shai>e themselves toward the assumption of their 
final civil relationship. 

" I am of the opinion that the aim to be striven f(n- is the fullest possible 
allowance of local and fiscal self-government, with American citizenship as the 
bond between us — in other words, a relationship analogous to the present rela- 
tion between Englan<l and her over-seas self-governing territory. To my mind 
this will conduct to the fullest and most self-sustaining development of Porto 
Rico, while at the Siime tim^ it \yU\ grant to her the iK>litical and economic 
benefits of being under the American flag.*' 
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It will be observed that this bill uot only confers American citizenship upon 
the citizens of Porto Rico, as defined in the Foraker Act, but that it embraces 
as well those natives of the island who were temporarily absent on the 11th day 
of April, 1899, and who have since returned thereto and now permanently 
reside therein, and who are not citizens of any foreign country. There appear 
to be a number of native Porto Ricans who come within this category, and who, 
through no fault of theirs, are not regarded as citizens of Porto Rico, and who, 
if they are to become citizens of the United States, must be specifically pro- 
vided for. These native Porto Ricans are clearly as much entitled to American 
citizenship as are those who were made citizens of Porto Rico under section 7 
of the Foraker Act. 

It will also be noted that this bill provides that any resident of Porto Rico 
who does not desire to become a citizen of the United States may retain his 
present political status by making a declaration to that effect within six months 
after the enactment of this proposed legislation. It is uot believed that many, 
if indeed any, of those upon whom it is proposed in this bill to confer American 
citizenship will avail themselves of the right reserved to them in this proviso. 
It is. however, to avoid the possibility of its being said now or hereafter — that 
American citlzensl^ip was forced upon the i)eople of Porto Rico — that it is 
deemed wise that such a provision as this should be incorporated in any 
measure granting United States citizenship to the people of Porto Rico. 



Washington, D. C, April J, 19t2. 

Mr. President: As a representative of the organizations of labor of Porto 
Rico I have come to the United States to assist, in so far as I am able, in ob- 
taining the passage of the bill new pending in the United States Senate pro- 
viding American citi?5enship for the Porto Ricans. 

While this Is desired by all Porto Ricans, It Is especially desired by the 
laboring people, who feel that American citizenship will mean a great step for- 
ward for them, because unless the American citizenship, and the spirit that 
guides the American In such matters, are extended to the islands, the laborers 
must continue with but little hope of uplift. 

I have collected, with a view of having It printed, the various reconnnenda- 
tions in presidential messages and in reports of the Secretary of War and of 
the governor of Porto Rico, favoring the granting of American citizenship 
to Porto Ricans, I have been unable to find, in your messages or (Else- 
where, a statement specifically favoring the granting of American citizenship, 
though I understand fully that you have approved such recommendations of 
the Secretaries of War. May I ask, Mr. President, that you will say a word 
speciflcaliy approving such legislation, that I may place it as a foreword in 
the little pamphlet? 

Thanking you, with much respect, I am, 

Santiago Iqlesias, 
President of the Free Federation 
of the Workingmen of Porto Rico. 

The Pbesident, White House, 



The White House, 
Washingtmi, April i;i^J.912. 

My Dear Mr. Iglesias: I am in favor of granting American citizenship to i 
the people of Porto Rico. The connection between Porto Rico and the United 
States has been, from the beginning, regarded as permanent. Porto Rico came 
to us with the hearty good will of both the American and Porto Rican people, 
and I believe that both as a matter of sentiment and practical justice the Porto 
Ricans should be made citizens. At the same time, I believe that our duty to 
the island will be best discharged, and Porto Rico's interests will be best sub- 
served, by affording the largest opportunity for the developpient of local tradi-'' 
tions and habits, which are very different from our own. 

This means that as fast as the instinct and habit of self-government is ac- 
quired by the people at large, and no faster, the fullest possible measure of local 
and fiscal self-government should be granted. It is a happy sign of the reali- 
zation of what should be the most fitting political aspirations of the Island, as 
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well as a recognition of the public opinion of tlie United States, that in the 
minds of neither people is the grant of citizenship associated with any thought 
of statehood. 

Very truly, yours, Wm. H. Taft. 

Santiago Iglesias, Esq., 

President of the Free Federation of the 

Workingmen of Porto Rico, Washington, D. C. 



messages of the pbesident of the united states. 
[Dec. 3, 1906, at beginning of the 59th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 32, 33.] 
American citizenship should be conferred on the citizens of Porto Rico. 
[Pec. 11, 1906, 59th Cong., 2d sess. (S. Doc. 135, pp. 4, 5).] 

In addition to delegations from the board of trade and chamber of commerce 
of San Juan, I also received delegations from the Porto Rican Federation of 
Labor and from the Coffee Growers' Association 

There is a matter to which I wish to call your special attention, and that is 
the desirability of conferring full American citizenship upon the people of 
Porto Rico. I most earnestly hope that this will be done. I can not see how 
any harm can possibly result from it, and it seems to me a matter of right 
and justice to the people of Porto Rico. They are loyal, they are glad to b« 
under our flag, they are making rapid progress along the path of orderly lib- 
erty. Surely we should show our appreciation of them, our pride in what they 
have done, and our pleasure in extending recognition for what has thus been 
done by granting them full American citizenship. 

[Abstract from special message on Porto Rico by President Roosevelt, Dec. 11, 1906.] 

There is a matter to which I wish to call your special attention, and that is 
the desirability of conferring full American citizenship upon the people of 
Porto Rico. I most earnestly hope that this will be done. I can not see how 
any harm can possibly result from it, and it seems to me a matter of right and 
justice to the people of Porto Rico. They are loyal, they are glad to be under 
our flag, they are making rapid progress along the path of orderly liberty. 
Surely we should show our appreciation of them, our pride in what they have 
done, and our pleasure in extending recognition for what has thus been done by 
granting them full American citizenship. 

[Dec. 3, 1907, at beginning of 60th Cong., 1st sess., p. 39.] 

I again recommend that the rights of citizenship be conferred uiwn the people 
of Porto Rico. 

[Dec. 8, 1908, at beginning of 60th Cong., 2d sess., p. 39.] 

I again recommend that American citizenship be conferred upon the people 
of Porto Rico. 



In his annual message. President Roosevelt made the following recommenda- 
tion: 

" I earnestly advocate the adoption of legislation which will explicity confer 
American citizenship on all citizens of Porto Rico. There is, in my judgment, 
no excuse for failure to do this." 

Since then, under date of March 26, 1906, in the following letter, President 
Roosevelt has shown his deep interest in the subject, and at the same time has 
called attention in a forceful way to the injustice and embarrassment involved 
in longer continuing the present status: 

The White House, 
Washington, March 26, J 906. 

My Dear Senator Foraker : As you know, Mr. Larrinaga has been appointed 
as one of the American delegates to the Pan American Congress at Brazil. It 
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would be a real misfortune not to have the citizenship bill for Porto Rico pasa 
at this session prior to his going there. I can not believe there will be any 
opposition to the bill, and I most earnestly hope that it will be put through as 
speedily as possible. I Itnow how heartily you sympathize with it. 
Sincerely, yours, 

Theodore Roosevelt. 
Hon. J. B. Fobaker, 

United States Senate. 

The following joint resolution has been passed by the Legislative Assembly of 
Porto Rico respecting citizenship for the inhabitants of that island : 

Joint resolution praying both Houses of the United States Congress to adopt and approve 
the recommendation made by the Hon. Theodore Roosevelt in his last message regard- 
ing the conferring of citizenship upon the Porto Ricans. 

The Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico to the United States Congress: 

Whereas the Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States of Amer^ 
ica, in his last annual message to the United States Congress, recommends 
that an act be adopted and enacted by virtue whereof due justice shall be 
done the Porto Ricans by explicitly conferring upon them American citizen- 
ship, to which they are rightfully entitled, inasmuch as the people of Porto 
Jtico are part and parcel of the Republic, possessing the necessary fitness and 
education to enforce and perform the duties and exercise the rights which are 
derived from the Constitution thereof; and 
Whereas the people of Porto Rico eagerly desire to begin to enjoy the dignity 
and benefits that go with the recognition of such citizenship : Be it 
Resolved hy the Legislative AssemUy of Porto Rico, That both Houses of the 
United ' States Congress be petitioned to embody in an act the high and just 
recommendation made by the President in favor of granting American citizen- 
ship to the Pofto Ricans. 

Approved, February 6, 1906. 

The People of Porto Rico, Secretary's Office: 

I, Regis H. Post, secretary of Porto Rico, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
is a true and correct copy of a joint resolution of the Legislative Assembly of 
Porto Rico, entitled " Joint resolution praying both Houses of the United States 
Congress to adopt and approve the recommendation made by the Hon. Theodore 
Roosevelt in his last message regarding the conferring of citizenship upon the 
Porto Ricans," approved by the governor of Porto Rico on February 6, 190B, the 
original of which is now on file in this oflSce. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be aflixed the 
great seal of Porto Rico, at the city of San Juan, this 7th day of February, 
A. D. 1906. 

[SEAL.l Regis H. Post, 

Secretary of Porto Rico, 



RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ASSOCIATIONS OF PORTO RICO. 
(In session the 14th, 15th, and 16th of January, 1912.) 

* * * * * * * . 

Whereas the Porto Ricans enjoyed Spanish citizenship when this island was a 
province or territory of Spain and lost this privilege when the island became 
a territorial dependency of the United States; 

Whereas from the moment in which the Government of the United States began 
to exercise its functions here declarations have been made looking to the rec- 
ognition of American citizenship for Porto Ricans; 

Whereas the present political parties of most prominence in national opinion — 
that is, the Republican and the Democratic Parties — have set forth in their 
respective platforms the intention of recommending American citizenship for 
Porto Ricans; 

Whereas in the House of Representatives of Congress at the last session the 
so-called Olmsted bill establishing rules for the civil government, among 
which the principal one recognizes American citizenship for the Porto Ricans* 
was passed; 
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Whereas there is now being initiated in oflSclal circles of Washington a new 
movement to draw up political laws referring to Porto Rico ; 

Whereas it is the sincere aspiration of this people to be recognized as American 
citizens: It is 

Resolved, That this assembly beg the CJongress of the United States to pass 
promptly a law recognizing the American citizenship of Porto Ricans ; likewise 
begs the President and the Secretary of War that they recommend, with their 
official prestige, the adoption of said law as a just and necessary measure for » 
the good standing of the United States and the satisfaction and tranquillity of 
Porto Rico. Such citizenship should be recognized In the collective form, reserv- 
ing the right of declining it to those who may so desire. And it is likewise 
resolved by this assembly that this petition for collective American citlzeng^lp 
must not deny In any form whatever any Inhabitant of Porto Rico the absolute 
liberty of not accepting said concession of American citizenship, if such Is his 
desire. 

Jacinto Texidob, Secretary. 

Presented by Hon. Manuel F. Rossy, former speaker of the House of Delegates 
of Porto Rico, and Santiago Iglesias, president Free Federation of Worklngmen 
of Porto Rico. 



Government House, Porto Rico, 

Jajome, Alto, October 30, 1911. 

My Dear Mr. Iglesias : Replying to your letter of the 28th instant asking an 
expression of my opinion in regard to the granting of collective citizenship by 
the Congress of the United States to the people of Porto Rico, I beg to inform 
you that I am unreservedly in favor of such action. I believe that the granting 
of full citizenship of the United States to the people of this islaod is the para- 
mount political consideration now pending in their behalf; that it would have 
a far-reaching beneficial effect upon their lives and activities; contribute more 
than anything else to their happiness and contentment; and thus promote the 
progress and prosperity of their native land, which has become,' through the in- 
terests of all affected, an inseparable part of the United States. 

The people who await this act of justice are sympathetic, lovable, and loyal ; 
there is nothing in their character incompatible with our national life, and their 
blending into it will add a note of commingled sweetness, patience, and idealism 
that will, perhaps, be a beneficial admixture with our more rugged tempera- 
ment. They and their country have become a part of us and our country ; they 
need and are entitled, from every consideration, to all of the benefits of our 
institutions, sentimental and otherwise, that such affiliation should bring. They 
came into our country' as a whole, willingly and gladly, more than 13 years ago, but 
no opportunity has yet been given them to become citizens without traveling 1,500 
miles from their present residences in American territory to another part of the 
United States, which is, of course, out of the question for the mass of the people, 
while during that time many thousands of foreigners, with, to say the least, no 
better qualifications than they, have immigrated to the United States and in- 
dividually become citizens thereof and are to-day exercising their rights as such. 
That this inconsistency is understood by the people of the mainland, and will 
be eventually reconciled, is shown by the fact that both of the principal political 
parties of the United States, in 1906, incorporated into their platforms clauses 
indicating their intention to support the granting of citizenship to the people 
of Porto Rico. That such action has not yet been taken is probably due to the 
fact that the measure has not yet been presented opportunely or in proper form 
to secure its passage. 

The people of Porto Rico have made their desires for citizenship manifest 
to all men in high governmental positions who have visited the island, and 
practically all of such officials, including President. Tnft and his predecessor, 
President Roosevelt, have recommended to Congress that it be granted; but 
measures before Congress, or any other legislative body, for that matter, 
must be followed up by those at interest and their friends upon the ground to 
prevent their being overlooked. Trusting, therefore, that your organization, 
representing, as it does, the largest class of people in the island, who are not 
less interested than all other classes, will adopt such means as may be deemed 
proper and efficacious for procuring the early consideration of this just and 
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wise measure by Congress, and assuring you of my full cooperation in. that 
behalf, I am, 

Very sincerely, Geo. R. Colton, 

Governor, 
Hon. Santiago Iglesias, 

President Federaeion Libre de los Trahajadores 

du Puerto Rieo, San Ju<in, P. R. 



SPEECH OF HON. LUIS MUNOZ RIVEBA, PORTO RICO'S RESIDENT COMMISSIONKK IN 

CONGRESS. 

(Mar. 5, 1912.) 

I must declare that the majority, j:he large majority, of Porto Ricans, are 
sincerely attached to the American Nation. And I must also declare that, 
should American citizenship be bestowed upon them, my countrymen will 
always feel grateful to the American Representatives who, through their action, 
would give them a proof of confidence in their loyalty, and that they would 
enthusiastically, bravely, and proudly uphold their citizenship, identifying 
themselves with the new country to which their historic destiny has united 
them, loving and respecting the flag that protects their homes, doing honor 
by their civic conduct to the national family that receives them, and, finally, 
endeavoring to be the worthy sons of the America of Washington and liincoln, 
not only because of their political condition, but also because so impelled by 
the natural feelings of their souls, jaded and mortified up to the present time 
by indifference and Injustice. 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF PRESIDENT GOMPERS TO THE CONVENTIONS OF THE AMERI- 
CAN FEDERATION OF LABOR ON PORTO RICAN AFFAIRS. 

(New Orleans, 1902.) 

It Is certainly evident that Porto Rico is to be a permanent possession of the 
United States ; and Inasmuch as her wage earners manifest a strong disposition 
not only to organize, but to make common cause with us for the principles and 
progress of our cause, we should encourage and make easy their complete 
fraternization with the organized labor movement of our continent. 

For the first time In our history we are In a position to welcome among the 
delegates to this convention several representatives of the labor movement of 
Porto Rico. 

(San Francisco, 1904.) 

The people of Porto Rico are Intensely sympathetic with the Institutions of 
our Republic, and universally desire the recognition of the principles of equality 
with the sovereign citizenship of the United States. These rights they are emi- 
nently qualified to exercise; these rights they are entitled to, and It should be 
our aim to aid them In achieving them. 

I strongly urge that every effort be made, not only by this convention, but 
also by every union, union member, and sympathizer, to help to the very best 
of his ability the worthy working people of Porto Rico to a realization of a 
better and brighter day. 

(Atlanta, 6a., 1911.) 

The promises made in 1898, when our Nation took possession of Porto Rico, 
that its inhabitants would be recognized and treated as full-fledged American 
citizens, have not been fulfilled. This bad faith has reacted to the detriment 
of the American Federation of Labor. The dissatisfied Porto Ricans make 
their protests felt by refusing to give voluntary assistance to any national or- 
ganization or institution of the United States. This course, feeble and incon- 
sistent as it is, can be understood by all who have witnessed the usual actions 
of men actuated by blind resentful ness. The American Federation of Labor 
has never ceased In Its efforts to obtain from Congress all the rights of a free 
people for the inhabitants of Porto Rico. Its support of the Olmsted bill and 
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the special efforts of Representative Wilson of Pennsylvania are well known. 
The Olmsted bill, after having been approved in the House, was pigeonholed in 
the Senate, an act of the most flagrant injustice. At present in Porto Rico 
those inhabitants who by education are Spanish, a part of the press, and some 
of the discontented native politicians are openly proclaiming the idea of inde- 
pendence for the island. The organizers for the American Federation of Labor 
find an obstacle, in their endeavor to educate and organize the masses, in this 
frame of mind of a considerable part of the population. 



EXTRACT FROM THE LETTER OF SECRETARY POST. 
(Dated July 7, 1905.) 

I honestly do believe, however, that something might properly be done in re- 
gard to giving the people of Porto Rico citizenship. I believe that in a way it 
would be a perfectly empty gift, inasmucfh as they to-day enjoy every benefit 
which they could possibly have if they were full American citizens, but I also 
believe that every man, woman, and child who is old enough and of sufficient 
education to be capable of thinking, bitterly resents not being American citi- 
zens. I think that they consider it rather a slur on their honor that they 
should not be deemed worthy of citizenship. 

Now, I believe that 90 per cent of the people of Porto Rico lack the qualifi- 
cations which we demand of foreigners who obtain citizenship in the United 
States; but, on the other hand, I can not see wherein they would be any more 
of a menace to our Nation as citizens of the United States than as citizens of 
Porto Rico, and I do believe that it would remove one great cause of discon- 
tent in the island. We must appreciate that a sentimental matter has far more 
weight with Porto Ricans than a practical one; and, I think, whenever it is 
possible, without sacrificing any of our real principles or any of our control, 
it is wise to gratify their wishes as much as possible. 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF THE GOVERNORS OF PORTO RICO. 
(From July 1, 1903, to June 30, 1904. Pp. 9 and 10.) 

Some will complain of whatsoever administration happens to be in authority ; 
others will be restless because they believe themselves entitled to full American 
citizenship immediately, while many will advocate a territorial form of gov- 
ernment, hoping for larger patronage and control; but none of them would 
listen to any suggestion of change in the form of government which would 
abrogate the present laws or do away with the freedom and rights which are 
now enjoyed. They want more, not less, self-government, with American citi- 
zenship. 

(Gov. Winthrop, Jan. 15, 1906.) 

To my mind it is not only desirable but exceedingly important that Congress 
at this session confer United States citizenship upon Porto Ricans. There is a 
most earnest desire on all sides for this legislation, and to th^ Porto Ricans the 
acquisition of citizenship is a very serious matter. They ranked as Spaniards 
during the Spanish regime, and it is very difficult for them to understand, as 
indeed it is for all of us who have lived in Porto Rico, why they should be 
in a less favored position under a more liberal government. The granting of 
this resquest would do an immense amount toward increasing the respect the 
people feel for the United States. It would make them more loyal Americans, 
and would, by finally settling their status, eradicate a constant source of irri- 
tation and a feeling of unjust treatment. Personally I can see absolutely no 
reason why it should not be granted. The information received by the last mail 
that you had introduced a bill conferring citizenship upon Porto Ricans has 
been received with great enthusiasm. ♦ * * 

The people are ready to do anything in their power to obtain citizenship. 

(Gov. Winthrop, Apr. 9, 1906.) 

I should like to call your attention to the great importance of the passage of 
the bill introduced by you conferring United States citizenship upon Porto 
Ricans. There seems to be absolutely no reason why this action should not be 
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taken. The people of Porto Rico naturally feel that they have been rather 
badly treated In this matter. There is no way in which they can become citi- 
zens of the United States. Not being aliens and having no foreign sovereignty 
to renounce they can not become naturalized, and they are consequently in a 
far worse position than the citizens of any other country. They were classed 
as Spaniards under the Spanish control, and they can not understand why they 
should be placed in an inferior position under a more liberal and democratic 
Government. The granting of citizenship would bring the people of Porto Rico 
into far closer ties with the United States and would increase still further the 
affection and confidence with which they regard our Government. I can not 
too strongly urge the adoption of this measure, and I feel that if, for any cause, 
action can not be taken at this session it will create a most unfortunate opinion 
among the people of the island. 

(For year 1905, p. 42.) 

A most important question to the people of Porto Rico is whether, owing to 
the relation existing between this Island and the United States, citizens of Porto 
Rico are citizens of the United States. Several cases have been argued before 
the courts to test this point, but the question has never been finally decided. 
The frequent denials of the rights of citizens of the United States, and the feel- 
ing that after having enthusiastically welcomed American sovereignty they are 
left with an undefined status and without the benefits and distinction of the 
United States- citizenship, has had a very unfortunate effect upon these people. 
This uncertainty of their status has created very naturally a spirit of discontent 
and unrest which must be checked for the good of the American administration 
and of the island in general. Under the Spanish regime Porto Ricans were 
classed as citizens of Spain, and it is naturally difficult for them to understand 
why citizenship of the sovereign country should be denied to them under the 
more free and liberal form of government in force in the United States. The 
granting of citizenship by Congress will greatly improve tht feeling of loyalty 
with which the Porto Ricans regard the United States, and would instill In 
them a healthy feeling of patriotism as being citizens of the country, and not 
merely citizens of a dependency of the country. Such action by Congress can 
not be too strongly recommended and would be received with great enthusiasm. 

(Fop the year 1907, p. 40.) 

€Htizen8hip, — Gov. Winthrop strongly urged in his last report that citizenship 
in the United States be granted to our people, and I wish to concur in this 
recommendation and to repeat it. 

It may be true that many of our people are not altogether fitted for citizen- 
ship, and perhaps some of the more ignorant would not know or care whether 
they had It or not, but the educated and intelligent people of the island are, 
I believe, rightfully entitled to full citizenship in the United States. 

I am aware that strong opposition exists in Congress to the granting of cltl- 
asenshlp to all the Porto Ricans, but I believe that if it is impossible to have 
citizenship granted to the people of the island as a whole, at least some provi- 
sion should be made whereby a Porto Rican may obtain citizenship In Porto 
Rico, as anywhere else under the American flag. A foreigner who has had 
no interest in the United States, or who may even have been hostile to our 
Government, may become an American citizen here, while a Porto Rlcan who 
has always been friendly to us, and has an enthusiastic love for our flag, is 
denied the same privilege, except under the practically prohibitive condition of 
residence In the United States. 

We have now been seven years under the American Government ; we have proven 
ourselves law-abiding, industrious, and progressive; we have adopted every 
suggestion made to us toward the Americanization of the island, and we feel 
that it is but right that those of us who have the qualifications demanded by 
the United States of her foreign-born citizens should be admitted to citizenship 
under our fiag and in our island. 



EXTRACT FROM SPEECH OF MR. JOHN SHARP WILLIAMS, REPRESENTATIVE FROM 

MISSISSIPPI, ON PORTO RICO. 

(May 8, 1908.) 

We ought no longer to keep the people of Porto Rico In the status where they 
are now, where they are adjudged to be neither foreigners nor citizens — neither 
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flsh, flesh, nor fowl — something like Mohammed's coflSn, hanging unfixed between 
heaven and the earth. 

There is no good reason why they should not become just as all American 
citizens are in everything. 



REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS. 

(1909, p. 24.) 

Citizenship for Porto Rica/tis, — In connection with the subject of revision of 
the organic act, however, it is believed proper at this time to recommend that 
Congress be again urged to enact the necessary legislation to enable the " citizens 
of Porto Rico," as thus designated by section 7 of the act of April 12, 1900, to 
become citizens of the United States. Whether this be done by an act con- 
ferring in itself United States citizenship on the whole body of citizens of 
Porto Rico or by an act enabling them by the performance individually of 
some simple preliminary acts to become American citizens without delay is a 
matter of less importance than that in some way citizenship without serious 
inconvenience to the individual be extended to those who desire it. That citi- 
zenship should not be forced upon anyone may be argument against conferring 
it upon the whole body by a single act and in favor of the second course indi- 
cated, but that it should be extended by some positive act of Congress, and 
thus appear to the Porto Ricans as an expression of good will on the part of 
Congress and the people of the United States, admits, it is believed, of no 
doubt, provided it is the intention that the Porto Ricans shall ever be citizens 
of the United States. 

It is recommended that Congress be again urged to consider the necessary 
legislation to enable the "citizens of Porto Rico," so designated under section 
7 of the act of April 12, 1900, to become citizens of the United States. 



EXTRACT FROM SPEECH OF REPRESENTATIVE HENRY A. COOPER, OF WISCONSIN, ON 

THE PORTO RICO BILL. 

(.Tan. 6, 1909.) 

Mr. Cooper, of Wisconsin, replying to Mr. Mann, of Illinois, who objected to 
the consideration of the Porto Rico citizenship bill when called up in the 
House on the House Calendar on January 6 of this year, said : 

" Mr. Speaker, in reply to the gentleman from Illinois, I quote from the 
Republican platform of this year; 

" * We believe that the native inhabitants of Porto Rico should be at once 
collectively made citizens of the United States, and that all others properly 
qualified under existing laws residing in said island should have the privilege 
of becoming naturalized.' 

" We have had the whole campaign in which to consider it. We have advo- 
cated it on the stump and we have promised the people that if we were given 
the opportunity we would pass a law to put that into effect. I do not know 
why there should be any necessity for delay." 



REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF INSULAR AFFAIRS. 
(1911, pp. 17 and 18.) 

1. Citizenship, — The Porto Rican is now without any national status as an 
individual. Traveling abroad he is a man without a country. Both as a prac- 
tical and a sentimental matter this has been for many years a cause of political 
agitation and unrest in Porto Rico, and is the fundamental argument of the 
small portion of islanders found in opposition to the Government of the United 
States and its policy. The bill referred to above as originally drawn included 
a provision whereby such Porto Ricans as desired them might readily obtain 
the rights of United States citizenship without expense or serious trouble. As 
amended in committee and as passed by the House of Representatives the bill 
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provided collective citizenship for all Porto Ricans. Other bills have been in- 
troduced having the same object in view, but without reaching the stage of final 
action. Porto Rico has been under the United States now for 13 years. The 
definite continuance of United States control in the island has never heeaa. 
seriously questioned there or elsewhere. As a matter of justice to the Porto 
Rican people, as well as to remove a cause of political unrest, it is much to be 
desired that in one form or another such Porto Ricans as desire and may be 
regarded as entitled to it should, by definite congressional action, be admitted 
to citizenship in the United States. I recommend that action accordingly be 
urged at an early date. 



BEPOBT OF THE SECBBTABT OF WAR. 
(1911, pp. 41 and 42.) 

Citizenship, — ^The demand for American citizenship on the part of Porto 
Ricans is genuine and well-nigh universal. It has become a deep popular senti- 
ment, and my experience in the island convinced me that a continued refusal to 
grant it will gravely wound the sensibilities of this loyal people. It is a prac- 
tical as well as a sentimental matter. A Porto Rican traveling abroad is liter- 
ally a man without a country. 

I believe that the demand is just, that it is amply earned by sustained loy- 
alty, and that it should be granted. 

* * * • • * • 

Second. American citizenship for the citizens of Porto Rico: I believe this 
citizenship should be given collectively, as was provided by the bill which 
passed the House of Representatives in the last Congress, with possibly a provi- 
sion that persons now Porto Rican citizens who do not desire to become 
American citizens might have their wishes respected by registering in a pre- 
scribed form before one of the district courts of Porto Rico. 



EXTRACT FROM TH*: REPORT OF THE TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL LAKE MOHONK 

CONFERENCE. 

(Oct. 18, 19, and 20, 1911.) 

The industrial and educational improvement wrought in Porto Rico under the 
joint authority of Porto Ricans and Americans, cooperating in the administra- 
tion on substantially the same principle which has operated so successfully in 
the Philippines, justifies the form of government which has been adopted. We 
urge Congress to make provision by which, under suitable conditions, Porto 
Ricans who desire to become' citizens of the United States may acquire citizen- 
ship for themselves and their children without expense upon talking an oath 
of allegiance. 



LETTER SENT TO SENATORS APPEALING FOR CITIZENSHIP FOR PORTO RICANS, 

Washington, D. C, March 18, 1912. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to call to your attention herewith an important 
subject matter which received the consideration of the thirty-first annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor, held in Atlanta, Ga., November 
13-25, 1911: 

When the United Stages took possession of Porto Rico in 1898, the prom^ 
was made that the inhabitants of Porto Rico would be recognized in all respects 
as Americans and that citizenship would be fully accorded. Thus far this 
promise of citizenship has remained unfulfilled. The people of the island are 
practically without a country they may call their own. 

The Republican Party, at its convention held at Chicago in 1908, declared 
in its platform of granting citizenship to the people of Porto Rico. The Demo- 
cratic national convention, held at Denver, Colo., in 1908, also pledged itself 
in favor of granting citizenship to the the people of Porto Rico. During the 
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administration of President Roosevelt lie sent several messages and one special 
message to the Congress of the United States urging the passage of a law 
which should grant citizenship to the Porto Ricans. 

It may be interesting to note a letter written recently by Hon. George R. 
Colton, governor of Porto Rico, to Mr. Santiago Iglesias, the representative of 
tiie American Federation of Labor in the island, and for the interest it has I 
append hereto a copy of that letter. A perusal of that letter, coming from so 
authoritative a source, will disclose how urgent is the need and how beneficial 
would be the result if citizenship were conferred upon the people of Porto Rico. 

I trust that the above matters may commend themselves to the favorable 
consideration and action, and request that a hearing upon said bill granting 
citizenship to the imople of Porto Rico, which has passed the House, be 
arranged at the earliest date possible. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, yours, 

Frank Morrison, 
Secretary American Federation of Labor. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Pacific Islands and Porto Rico, 

March 27, 1i)t2. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor y Wanhington, D. C. 

Dear Sir : I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, calling attention 
to a communication addressed to me by Mr. Gompers and requesting that ar- 
rangements be made for hearings on the proposed legislation to grant United 
States citizenship to the peofHe of Porto Rico. 

Assuring you that I shall be glad to arrange to accommodate you when I 
have disposed of some matters with which I am busily engaged just now, I 
am. 

Yours, very truly, Wm. Lorimer. 



Ignited States Senate, 
Committee on Pacibic Islands anp Porto Rico, 

.Uarrh 27, 19 /,i, 
Mr. Samuel Gompers, 

President American Federation of Labor, 

HOI G Street, Washington, D. V, ^ 

My Dear Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, inclosing copy of a communication addressed by the governor of 
Porto Rico to the president of the Federation of I^abor, Porto Rico, relative to 
granting United States citizenship to the people of Porto Rico. 

Assuring you that I shall be glad to give careful consideration to your views 
when the legislation to which you refer is under consideration, I am. 
Yours, very truly, 

Wm. liORIMER. 



Ignited States Senate, 
Washington, D. (\, April 2 WU. 
Frank Morrison, Esq., 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801 a Street yW., Washington, I). C. 

My Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of March 23, calling attention 
to the matter of Porto Rico citizenship. I will give the bill to which you refer 
careful consideration when it comes from the House. 
Very sincerely, yours, 

Francis (;. Xp:vvlands. 



rNITKI) StATKS SkXATE. 

Wiishingtf,n, 1). ('., April 3, 1912. 
Mr. P'kank Morrison, 

Secretary, SOI (J Street WW. Washinf/ttfn, I). (\ 

My Dear Mr. Morrison: I heg to ;iclvnowle<lire tin* receipt of your letter of 
March 20 in rofereiuv to tlie conditions in Porto Uico. I have read your letter 
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with care and interest and will give this important subject my best and most 
serious- consideration. 

Yours, very truly, John Walter Smith. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, April i, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary Amcric*an Federation of Labor, 

801-809 G Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Morrison : I am in receipt of your letter of March 22 urging that 
citizenship be granted to the people of Porto Rico, this action on the part of the 
Government having been promised in the Republican platform in 1908 and 
having been recommended by Presidents Roosevelt and Taft. 

I note also your inclosure of a letter from the Governor of Porto Rico to Mr. 
Santiago Iglesias, representative of the American Federation of Labor in Porto 
Rico, on this subject. All of this will receive my favorable consideration, and 
I thank you for communicating with me on the subject. 
With best wishes, I am, yours, very truly, 

Jonathan Bourne, Jr. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on I^niversity of United States, 

April i, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary, 801 G Street, Washington, D. C, 

Dear Sir : I have your letter of 25th ultimo. I see no good reasons why tlie 
people of Porto Rico should not be granted the rights of citizenship, and unless 
I am shown why I shall vote to grant it to them. 

Yours, truly, Jos. F. Johnston. 



United States Senate, 

Committee on Corporations, 
Organized in the District of Columbia, 

April 1, 19r4. 

Mr. Frank Morrison, 

801 G Street, City. 

Dear Mr. Morrison : I am in receipt of your favor of the 23d ultimo, which 
came during my absence from this city. I agree witli you that the matter 
referred to in your letter is one of real importance and that it should be taken 
up, considered, and disposed of without unnecessary delay. I should think 
there would be no serious objection to the passage of some proper legislation 
along the line indicated. Glad to be of service when I can. 

I have the honor to be, yours, very truly. Wm. J. Stone. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, April 1, 1912, 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801-809 G Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir : I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of March 25 with 
reference to the bill granting citizenship to the residents of Porto Rico, and 
.Till be glad to give the matter my consideration. 

Yours, very truly, N. P. Hryan. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Expenditures in the 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C March SO. 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison. 

American Federation of Labor, 

801-809 G Street NW., Washington, I). (\ 

Dear Mr. Morrison : I am in receipt of your concerniiig the Porto Rico ques 
tion. I will give this nmtter by early attention. 

Very truly, yours, Wm. S. Kenyon. 
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United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. Afnil 11,J912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

801 O Street NW., Wa8hififf1<m, D. C. 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 26tti ultimo, in regard to bill conferring citizenship 
on the inhabitants of I'orto Rico, to hand. I have not examined the particular 
bill referred to, but will take pleasure in doing so. 

Without desiring to commit myself to the bill in question, I have no hesi- 
tancy in saying that I am strongly of the opinion ihat citizenship should be 
granted to the Porto Ricans. 

Yours, truly, Le Roy Percy. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. (7., March 29, 1912. 
Hon. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, City, 

Dear Sir: I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 25th, calling 
my attention to important subject matter considered at the thirty-first annual 
convention of the American Federation of Labor, held in Atlanta, Ga., last fall. 

I was glad to learn your views, and appreciated your letter. I assure you 
I shall give the same the most careful attention. 

With best wishes, very truly, yours, Uuke Lea. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 30. 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federwiion of Labor, 

801-809 G Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Sir: Your letter of 26th instant, to which was attached letter by 
Hon. George R. Colton, Governor of Por o Rico, has been received, but not 
hitherto acknowledged because, on account of my absence in Vermont attend- 
ing the funeral of Mr. Foster and a steady grind of work in the Senate since, 
I have gotten a lit le behind in my correspondence. 

I wish to say now that I will give careful consideration to the bill you speak 
of when it comes before the Senate. I am, however, not in favor, on general 
principles, of making States of I he American Union out of any of our foreign 
possessions and would be extremely opposed to such action in the case of the 
Philippines or of Hawaii. In fact, I would like to see all of our foreign posses- 
sions set up in an independent government of their own. It it proper, how- 
ever, to say that in some respects the people of Porto Rico stand on a differ- 
ent fooling from those of Hawaii and the Philippines. 

Very truly, yours, J. R, Thornton. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Corporations Organized in 

THE District of Columbia, 
Washington, D. C, March 29, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Sir: I am in receipt of your favor of recent date, with inclosure. 
It is needless to assure you that I will give your valuable suggestions my care- 
ful considera.ion. 

Yours, very truly, Wm. J. Stone. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Expenditures in Navy Department, 

March SO, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: I am pleased to be in receipt of your letter of March 23, and I 
carefully note what you say about conferring citizenship upon the people of 
Porto Rico. 

I shall be very glad to give this matter due consideration. 

Very truly, yours, A. J. Gronna. 
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Senate of the United States, 

- Committee on the Census, 
Washington, D. C, March 30, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801-809 G Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Deab Sib : In behalf of Senator La Follette, permit me to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of March 23, addressed to him, inclosing a copy of one written to 
Mr. Santiago Iglesias by the governor of Porto Rico in regard to the citizenship 
of Porto Ricans. I shall bring the same to Mr. La Follette's personal attention 
at the earliest possible moment. 

Respectfully, yours, Louis J. Bbabaut, 

Secretary. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 29, 19/2. 
Mr. Frank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

Washington, D, C, 

My Deab Mb. Mobbison : I am just in receipt of your letter of the 25th in- 
stant, calling my attention to the bill pending in Congress in reference to citizen- 
ship in the island of Porto Rico. 

I have not read the specific bill referred to in your letter, but will do so at 
my earliest opportunity. I thank you for calling my attention to this matter, 
and shall certainly give consideration to what you have so strongly written me. 
It seems to me from what you have written me that the bill is fully deserving 
of my support. With kind regards and best wishes, 
I am, yours, very truly, 

Claude A. Swanson. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Civil Sebvice and Retrenchment, 

March 29, 1912, 
Mr. Fbank Mobbison, 

American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

My Deab Sib : I have yours of the 23d instant relating to Porto Rico and its 
inhabitants. I have been so absorbed in other things that I have not been 
able to become thoroughly familiar with this particular bill. However, at the 
first opportunity, I will give the matter my careful consideration. 
Tours, cordially, 

Albebt B. Cummins. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D, C, March 29, 1912. 
Mr. Fbank Mobbison. 

801-809 G Street NW., City. 

My Deab Mb. Mobbison: Tours of the 26th at hand. I am emphatically in 
favor of granting citizenship to the Inhabitants of Porto Rico. In fact, I dif- 
fered with the courts when they decided that it took an act of Congress to give 
it to them. I believe that annexation ought to have carried citizenship with it. 
I think that Porto Rico ought to have a Territorial government, with a house 
and senate in a legislature elected by those of the people who are qualified for 
suffrage — such of them as can read and write — and a governor appointed by 
the President. That will come later, however. At present I am in favor of 
the citizenship bill. 

I am, with every expression of regard, very truly, yours, 

John Shabp Williams. 



United States Senate, 

Washington, D, C. 
Mr. Fbank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

Deab Sir : Tours of the 25th with reference to full citizenship for the people 
of Porto Rico has been received. 
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I have not that detailed information about the people of the island to justify 
at present my final conclusion in reference to them, but in due time I will 
seek to make an investigation, and shall bear in mind your letter upon the 
subject. 

Very truly, yours, Hoke Smith. 



United States Senate, 
WaHhington, D. C, March 25, 1912, 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

SOI G Street XW., Wanhrngton, D, (\ 

My Dear Mr. Morrison : I am very much interested in the contents of your 
letter of March 18, and when this matter comes before our committee I will 
be very glad to give this question my very careful consideration. 
Yours, very truly, 

C. W. Watson. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Mines and Mining, 

March 21, 1912. 
Mr. Frank, Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

HOI O Street, Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Morrison : I am in receipt of your communication of the 18th 
instant in regard to the granting of citizenship by Congress to the people of 
Porto Rico. 

I am glad to know your views on this matter, and will take pleasure in doing 
anything I can to have this matter brought up and disposed of by the Senate 
Committee on Pacific Islands and Porto Rico, of which I am a member, at the 
earliest moment. 

With kind regards, very truly, yours. 

Miles Poindexter. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Interstate Commerce, 

Washingt(m, March 22, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

801 O Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 18th instant is received. Senator Lorimer is 
now chairman of the committee, and I will forward your letter to him, and in 
doing so desire to say that I appreciate the suggestions. Personally, I am in 
favor of doing one of two things, either admitting the people through citizen- 
ship or letting them form a government of their own, absolutely independent 
of ours, giving the world to understand that they must not be interfered with. 
With regards, I am, very truly, yours, 

Moses E. Clapp. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 22, 1912. 
Frank Morrison, Esq., 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801 G Street NW., Local. 

Dear Sir : Yours of March 18 has been received. 

I note what you say regarding the inhabitants of Porto Rico, and will give 
the same careful consideration. 

Yours, very truly, Duncan U. Fletcher. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, 

Washington, D. C, March 22, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Morrison : I am in receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, 
together with a copy of the letter of Gov. Col ton. In reply, I beg to say that 
as at present advised I shall favor the granting of citizenship to the Porto 
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Kican& The statements contained in these letters are correct, as I under- 
stand, and therefore I can see no reason why I should not support the measure 
you refer to. 

Very sincerely, yours, Henry E. Bubnham. 



United States Senate, 
Washingtati, D, C, March 21, 1912. 
Frank Morrison, Esq., 

Washington, D. C, 

Dear Sir: Your letter of the 18th instant to Senator Kern, relative to 
citizenship for Porto Ricans, came this morning. 

You must know, of course, that Senator Kern is heartily in favor of extend- 
ing citizenship to the people of Porto Rico. He desires me to thank you for 
sending him the information contained in your letter. 
Sincerely, , 

Claude G. Bowers, Secretary. 



T'nited States Senate, 
Washingtm, D. C, March 27. 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801 G Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: I acknowledge receipt of your letter in support of the plan to 
extend rights of citizenship to the iieople of Porto Rico. 

I think it has been a mistake for us to restrict as we have done in the past 
the rights of self-government in Porto Rico. I shall be glad to cooi)erate with 
those who proi)ose to extend those rights. 
Yours, truly, 

G. M. Hitchcock. 



T'nited States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 27, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, City. 

My Dear Sir: I have your letter, inclosing a copy of the letter from Gov. 
Colton to Mr. Iglesias, with regard to the citizenshii) of the people of Porto 
Rico. 

I will give this matter due consideration when it comes to the Senate, and 
will take much interest in the debates if the matter comes around to that point 
at this session. 

I will be glad to talk to you about it any time you will come to my office. 
But would suggest that you telephone in advance, so that I may make an 
•appointment with you. 

Sincerely, yours, W. E. Chilton. 



United Stated Senate, 
Committee on Expenditures in I*ost Office Department, 

Washington, March 27, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801-809 a Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Morrison : I have your favor of the 22d instant and have read 
it with much interest. I am glad to have this expression of your views on the 
subject referred to and shall look into the matter very carefully. 

With best wishes, I am. 

Very truly, yours, Joseph L. Bristow. 
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United States Senate, 
Washington, D, C, March 27, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Lahor, Washington, D, C, 

Deab Sib: I have your letter of the 25th Instant, with Inclosure, and write 
at once to assure you that the matter referred to stoall have my best attention 
and consideration. 

Very truly, yours, 0. A. Culberson. 



United States Senate, 
Committee of Commebce, 

March 21, 1912. 
Hon. Fbank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

Deab Sib : Your favor of the 18th, relative to the matter of according United 
States citizenship to th*e people of Porto Rico, is at hand, together with a copy 
of a letter from Gov. Colton on the same subject. 

I will endeavor to give this matter careful study, consideration, and attention. 
I may say that unless good grounds are presented to the contrary my inclina- 
tion would be in favor of according the Porto Ricans American citizenship. 
Yours, truly, 

Knute Nelson. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 21, 1912. 
Fbank Mobbison, Esq., 

American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

' Deab Sib: I am vigorously in favor of giving citizenship to Porto Rico, 
pqt the provision in the Democratic national platform. 

Yours, very truly, Robt. L. Owen. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Education and Labob, 

Washington, D. G., March 28, 1912. 
Fbank Mobbison, 

801 G. Street NW. 

■ My Deab Mb. Mobbison : I have your letter of recent date, with reference to 
the question of the citizenship of the people of Porto Rico. I thank you for 
writing me. I shall be very glad to take into consideration your letter and 
recommendation in connection with tliis important subject. I understand that 
it is to come up for consideration in the Senate before a great while. 
Very respectfully, 

Wm. E. Bobah. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Consebvation of Natubal Resoubces, 

March 29, 1912. 
Mr. Fbank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801-809 G Street NW., Washington, D. G. 

My Deab Mb. Mobbison: Your letter of March 23, addressed to Senator 
Dixon, relative to citizenship for the Porto Ricans, and inclosing a copy of a 
letter recently written by Hon. George R. Colton, governor of Porto Rico, has 
been received. On behalf of Senator Dixon I thank you for calling this subject 
to his attention. At the first opportunity I will present the matter to him for 
his consideration. 

Yours, very truly. Miles Taylob, 

Secretary. 
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United States Senate, 
Washington, D, C, March 28, 1912. 
Frank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

801 G Street NW,, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sib :I am in receipt of your favor of the 26th instant and have read the 
same with interest, and shall be pleased to give the matter of citizenship of 
Porto Rico my earnest consideration when it comes before the Senate. 
Tours, very truly, 

Charles F. Johnson. 



Unites) States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 28, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

Deab Sib: I have received your letter and will gladly look into the matter 
that you write about. Some years ago I was a member of the Ck)mmittee on the 
Pacific Islands and Porto Rico, but I resigned my place. I shall, however, give 
this matter my attention, as you request. 

Yours, truly, Isidob Rayneb. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on the Judiciaby, 

March 28, 1912. 
Mr. Fbank Mobbison, 

Secretary Federation of Labor, 

801 G Street N.W., Washington, D. G. 

My Deab Sib : I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of March 23; which, 
with the inclosure, will receive careful consideration. 

Very truly, yours, J. A. O'Gobman. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Tbanspobtation Routes to the Seaboabd, 

Washington, D. G., March 26, 1912. 
Mr. Frank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, 

Washington, D. G. 

Deab Sib: Your communication in regard to granting citizenship to the in- 
habitants of Porto Rico received. In reply I beg to say that the same shall 
have due consideration. 

Sincerely, yours, E. D. Smith. 



United States Senate, 
Committee on Woman Suffbaqe, 
Washington, D. G., March 27, 1912. 
Mr. Fbank Mobbison, 

809 G Street NW., Washington, D. G. 

My Deab Sib : I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 23d instant 
inclosing copy of a letter from Hon. George R. Colton, governor of Porto Rico, 
to Mt. Santiago Iglesias, the representative of the American Federation of Labor 
In the island, urging favorable consideration and action upon the bill conferring 
citizenship upon the inhabitants of Porto Rico. I thank you for calling this 
matter to my attention, and assure you I will be glad to give the same my 
earnest consideration, and hope that I can consistently carry out your wishes 
in the matter. 

Very truly, yours, Lee S. Ovebman. 



United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C, March 28, 1912. 
Mr. Fbank Mobbison, 

Secretary American Federation of Labor, Washington, D. C. 

Deab Sib: I have your favor of the 23d, accompanied by a letter of Gov. 
Colton, both relating to the proposition of granting citizenship to Porto Ricans. 
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I a ID very ^lad indeed to bear from you on this proiiosition. and I will give 
very careful and earnest consideration to the merits thereof. It is a matter to 
which I have not yet given much thought or attention and about which I am not 
well informed, but I am glad to have had it called to my attention, and now that 
It has been kindly csilled to my attention I will give it earnest con^deratioa. 
and in doing so I will tiear in mind and give much weight to your recommenda- 
tions and the statements of Gov. Colton. 

Yours, truly, H. L. Myers. 



I':jited States Senate, 
Wajfhington, D. C. March 2f<. 1912. 
Mr. Frank Morrison. 

Secretary, HOt G .Sfrcf'f Mr.. Cify. 

My Dear Sir : I beg to acknowledge the receii>t of your favor of the 25th in- 
stant, having reference to the admission of the inhabitants of Porto Rico to full 
American citizenship. 

I am not familiar with the situation, having never had occasion to look into 
it. but in view of your letter I will ascertain the present status of the matter, 
and assure you that I wiU give it my earnest consideration. 
I have the honor to remain, yours, very respectfully. 

Geo. E. Chamberlain. 



A PEOPLE without A COUNTRY. 

(Statement of Santiago Iglesias. president of the Free Federation of Workingmen •f 

Porto Rico. I 

I make particular reference to the constant failure of Congress during the 
last few years in regsird to framing a law as to the status of the peopJe of 
Porto Rico. This is a question that has awakened the interest of all persons 
and all the classes of citizesn in the island: and it is now an issue as to 
whether the i>eople should ncQuire collective citizenship of the United States — 
that is, as a i^eople — or whether the object of the administration and Congress 
is to keep this island as a great factory for the purpose of exploiting cheap 
labor to the l)enefit of the large capita li^Jtic con^rations of the United States. 

The i^eople of I'orto Rico hail^ the coming of the American troops with 
great rejoicing. Pledges were made that they would be treated as full-fledged 
American citizensw From that day to this the iieople of Porto Rico have re- 
ceived no recognition whatever as American citizens, and this fact. perhai)s. out 
of pure sentiment furnishes the motive for a profound discontent in the whole 
island, a fact which is eertaiuiv accountable for the obstacles met with in the 
general development of the lal>or movement throughout Porto Rico. 



Porto Rico has about 1.3lJtMHH> inhabitants. These iiei>ple are law-abiding, 
industrious — ^many of them of high intelligence and culture — ^and are as much 
eutitletl to be recognized as citizens of the United States as are the less than 
2CM»,000 inhabitants of Hawaii who enjoy this privilege. 

Under the Government of Spain. Pi»rto Rico elect etl representatives to the 
Chaml>er of Deputies and also the Senate of the Spanish Cortes. 

Porto Ric<i is now. and always will he. of much value to the United States 
because of the island's large business interests and iK>ssibilities. and its im- 
I»ortant and rapidily increasing trade with this country. 

Already Congress has trenrnd the island as if it were a part of the I'nitetl 
States. All tariff barriers Lave been thn»wn down. Trade is free between 
the islaiid and the mainland. All of the statutory laws of the United States 
which are applical^le. excepting <nily those relating to internal revenue, have 
been exteude^l over the island. In the year 19<>t> a native resident of Porto 
IIi«n. wht» was its conuiiissioiier to the United States, served, by appointment 
of President Ro<»sevelt. as one of the members of the American delegation to 
the third I*an-Anierican Conference held in that year at Rio de .laneiro. Brazil. 

Aside fn»ni thes«* r-<>iisiilerations, we are tirmly of the opinion that with the 
r-tiuipletion of the Panama Canal. Porto Rico will become of such grreat stnitesi** 
!iu|»*»rtanre as x** preclude all doubt cnncerninsr its permanent retention by the 
(;overnnient of the Uniteil States. 
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The political status of the Porto Ricaus is, as set forth in the foregoing com- 
munications and documents, of an anomalous character. They owe allegiance 
to the United States and the United States Government owes them protection. 
But they are not, even in a strictly international sense, citizens of the United 
States. Their status is not as good as that of the Spaniards residing in the 
island who elected to continue subjects of Spain, for they have all the rights 
of aliens, and being aliens, can, if they so desire, become citizens of the United 
States by naturalization. This right is denied to the Porto Ilicans. They can 
not comply with our naturalization statute, which requires all taking advan- 
tage of its provisions to " renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any 
foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, nnd particularly by name 
to the prince, i)otentate, state, or sovereignty of which the alien may be at 
the time a citizen or subject." 

The Acting Chairman. It is 12 o'clock, and the committee will 
have to adjourn. 

Thereupon, at 12 o'clock m., the committee adjourned, subject to 
call upon notice by the chairman. 
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